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65-119. Duties and powers of county or joint boards of health and local
health officers; contagious diseases; confidentiality of information; disclosure,
when. (a) Any county or joint board of health or local health officer having
knowledge of any infectious or contagious disease, or of a death from such disease,
within their jurisdiction, shall immediately exercise and maintain a supervision over
such case or cases during their continuance, seeing that all such cases are properly
cared for and that the provisions of this act pertaining to restriction of
communication and disinfection are duly enforced. The county or joint board of
health or local health officer shall communicate without delay all information
pertaining to existing conditions to the secretary of health and environment. The
local health officer shall confer personally, if practicable, otherwise by letter, with the
person in attendance upon the case, as to its future management. The county or joint
board of health or local health officer may recommend against public gatherings
when necessary for the control of any and all infectious or contagious disease.

(b) Any disclosure or communication of information relating to infectious or
contagious diseases required to be disclosed or communicated under subsection (a)
shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed or made public beyond the
requirements of subsection (a) or K.S.A. 65-118(a), and amendments thereto, except
as otherwise permitted by K.S.A. 65-118(c), and amendments thereto.

History: L. 1901, ch. 285, § 3; R.S. 1923, 65-119; L. 1953, ch. 283, § 2; L.
1974, ch. 352, § 8; L. 1976, ch. 262, § 2; L. 1979, ch. 189, § 2; L. 2025, ch. 115, § 2;
July 1.

Cross References to Related Sections:
Cities of second and third class, see chapter 65, article 3.

Attorney General's Opinions:
Open records act; certain laboratory records not required to be open. 88-88.

CASE ANNOTATIONS
1. Duty of health officer; liability of county for medical attendance, etc. Hawthorne v. Cherokee

County, 79 Kan. 295, 297, 99 P. 598.

2. Action of health officers cannot be controlled by injunction. Hessin v. Manhattan, 81 Kan. 153,
156, 105 P. 44.

3. County not liable for medical services rendered without approval of county officer. Melencamp v.
Stanton County Comm'rs, 152 Kan. 571, 572, 106 P.2d 1059; Lewis v. Scott County Comm'rs, 152 Kan.
579, 106 P.2d 1061.
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