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TITLEI
THE STATE AND ITS GOVERNMENT

CHAPTER 21-P
DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY

Homeland Security and Emergency Management

Section 21-P:41

21-P:41 Immunity and Exemption. —
I. All functions under this subdivision and all other activities relating to emergency management are hereby
declared to be governmental functions. Neither the state nor any of its political subdivisions nor any agency of
the state or political subdivision, nor any private corporations, organizations, or agencies, nor any emergency
management worker complying with or reasonably attempting to comply with this subdivision, or any order or
rule adopted or regulation promulgated pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision, or pursuant to any
ordinance relating to precautionary measures enacted by any political subdivision of the state, shall be liable for
the death of or injury to persons, or for damage to property, as a result of any such activity. The provisions of this
section shall not affect the right of any person to receive benefits to which he or she would otherwise be entitled
under this subdivision, under the workers' compensation law, or under any retirement law, nor the right of any
such person to receive any benefits or compensation under any act of Congress.
II. Any requirement for a license to practice any professional, mechanical, or other skill shall not apply to any
authorized emergency management worker who shall, in the course of performing his or her duties as such,
practice such professional, mechanical, or other skill during an emergency.
II1. As used in this section the term "emergency management worker" includes any full or part-time paid,
volunteer, or auxiliary employee of this state, other states, territories, possessions, the District of Columbia, the
federal government, any neighboring country, or of any political subdivision of such entities, or of any
corporation, agency or organization, public or private, performing emergency management services at any place
in this state subject to the order or control of, or pursuant to a request of, the state government or any of its
political subdivisions.
I'V. Dentists licensed in this state, nurses registered in this state, student nurses undergoing training at a licensed
hospital in this state, or emergency medical care providers licensed under RSA 153-A, during any emergency,
shall be regarded as authorized emergency management workers and while so engaged may practice, in addition
to the authority granted them by other statutes, administration of anesthetics; minor surgery; intravenous,
subcutaneous, and intramuscular procedures; and oral and topical medication under the general but not
necessarily direct supervision of a member of the medical staff of a legally incorporated and licensed hospital of
this state, and to assist such staff members in other medical and surgical procedures.
V. Any emergency management worker, performing emergency management services at any place in this state
pursuant to agreements, compacts or arrangements for mutual aid and assistance, to which the state or one of its
political subdivisions is a party, shall possess the same powers, duties, immunities, and privileges the worker
would ordinarily possess if performing his or her duties in the state or political subdivision in which normally
employed or rendering services.
VI. Any emergency management worker shall:
(a) If the worker is an employee of the state, have the powers, duties, rights, and privileges and receive the
compensation incidental to his or her employment;
(b) If the worker is an employee of a political subdivision of the state, whether serving within or without such
political subdivision, have the powers, duties, rights, privileges, and immunities and receive the compensation



incidental to his or her employment; and

(c) If the worker is not an employee of the state or one of its political subdivisions, be entitled to the same rights
as to compensation for injuries as are provided by law for the employees of this state. The emergency
management personnel shall, while on duty, be subject to the operational control of the authority in charge of
emergency management activities in the area in which they are serving, and shall be reimbursed for all actual
travel and subsistence expenses incurred under orders issued by the director.
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