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Spear (from left), Sumerford and Garner Brumbaugh at the closing press conference Oct. 26_ (John

Sommers Il for Transport Topics)

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Trucking industry leaders addressed key challenges including
a worsening labor shortage and supply chain bottlenecks and looked forward to a
long-sought win on infrastructure funding during American Trucking Associations’

2021 Management Conference & Exhibition.

The annual meeting, held Oct. 23-26, convened in person at Nashville’s Music City

Center after switching to a virtual format last year due to the coronavirus outbreak.
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Although trucking companies continue to operate in an unsettled business

ADVERTISEMENT
environment, MCE 2021 marked another step toward normalcy for the industry after

months of disruption. Transport

Topics
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“Getting people back in the room is absolutely essential,” said ATA President Chris

Spear. “This is a high-touch business. It does require face-to-face interaction.”

The annual conference, which included policy meetings, panel discussions,

educational sessions and vendor exhibits, drew just shy of 2,500 attendees, he said.

While that was down slightly from the 2,700 who traveled to San Diego for MCE
2019, the last time the event was held in person, Spear said he was pleased with the

attendance considering the lingering uncertainty caused by the pandemic.

Sherri Garner Brumbaugh, ATA’s immediate past chairman and CEO of Garner
Trucking Inc. in Findlay, Ohio, reflected on how the federation continued its

advocacy efforts during these unconventional times.

While not a substitute for in-person conversations, videoconferencing enabled

industry leaders to remain connected without the benefit of large gatherings.
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“The work continued. Our mission continued,” she said at MCE'’s closing press
ADVERTISEMENT
conference.
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Ala., also highlighted the value of mee‘gr?g) R -to-face at MCE, including the
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1mpromptu hallway meetings that on appen 1n person.

“To me, this is what it VOUR NEXTPLATFORM e friends,” he said.
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As in years past, work of discussion at MCE.

By a wide margin, the
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schools temporarily closing during the pandemic.

The strained global supply chain was another important theme, with experts calling
for closer cooperation among all modes of freight transportation to help ease the

strain.

The bipartisan infrastructure bill in Congress, however, provided a major source of

optimism.

Attendees talk on the exhibit floor on the final day of the conference. (John Sommers
II for Transport Topics)

Spear expressed confidence that the bill ultimately will pass into law.

“I don’t think it’s a matter of if. It’s a matter of when,” he said. “It’s going to happen

and it needs to happen.”

This “long overdue” investment in the nation’s roads and bridges would eliminate

congestion, increase productivity, improve safety and reduce emissions, Spear said.


https://www.ttnews.com/articles/harold-sumerford-tirelessly-advocates-industry
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/driver-shortage-again-tops-atri-top-industry-issues-list
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/driver-shortage-again-tops-atri-top-industry-issues-list
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/new-challenges-familiar-issues-combine-increase-driver-shortage-costello-says
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/no-quick-fix-sight-move-freight-panelists-say
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/ata-leader-chris-spear-touts-drivers-contributions-spotlights-infrastructure-bill
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuxy25Ry3wrONg31zu7GhAEI3NT8pZiReS9qVY88DkVq6PcUF0FPJ6u5W9Ys_ar7nV-QvdhsY3Zkka5-uv2QjA8d9CCil9IS9CZ_e9ZKArVprK1h5Aomk2P8KSZqQRYVj3VLZ5FpOlqjtD0LRMccSpo-J7URpuFFU_MOduCUgiC45fXBywO7AxEh7-6layj-NmQX3953VdgNBN-fHUpm68Xgs6ci2Zw463ARq5rbyaVXvWxKgduYa_JDYEBZTx0OP11_PZt6qeW0Hzo4JEhry_6fOP-YBztqWiDNJPKRFlVqvzJe2245M2W3syZut3sHYwygkn1mFCsoA-9Dn0nMH9ym2LxIsardxl4CmHH45HVajdSPiD9uHHqRX_aOwTNZ5EqqpLJ1zP3F7tPboiUAujc0RhP2lo&sai=AMfl-YRQEsItz9nBkereOi4X-hEIkt9lKbXzg-MgMVd8oih41UA-ElGh55yV3C0Kq8bxJueXzvS2EP8DFmGjQKKihvR0KQ36P3fm_p9m-If8zDxVscad7vD6zuTMabG0rCRYcoftJ8Ck4TJfwZ79Nx5QgU9Yee9Gy3Q8o4H2roS6O4DPlQ31UFJUt4ZHHl698RaUnBNHnAhO7jFW4XxjcvrM5m6OiN5hvjmKqw7vsxDlcgqUOj6qPmU-RBknOGeEFP4PNKn2kPdk8MvJsOj_4inXvaPAciww55PauY5Br35ndLc_Vqu42zFGXvp0zTqnFHHxOg082-QySLFdXluqq5I94vxHHMFST3x3vNWLHF1-DayZ90uLCLNZ65Xtl1q--76k1X4oWCwtsK1NYv-y&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG99v9nOuwCyEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.fullbay.com/next-platform/?utm_source=Transport%20Topics&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Fullbay%20Next&utm_content=B&utm_term=welcome%20ad
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuxy25Ry3wrONg31zu7GhAEI3NT8pZiReS9qVY88DkVq6PcUF0FPJ6u5W9Ys_ar7nV-QvdhsY3Zkka5-uv2QjA8d9CCil9IS9CZ_e9ZKArVprK1h5Aomk2P8KSZqQRYVj3VLZ5FpOlqjtD0LRMccSpo-J7URpuFFU_MOduCUgiC45fXBywO7AxEh7-6layj-NmQX3953VdgNBN-fHUpm68Xgs6ci2Zw463ARq5rbyaVXvWxKgduYa_JDYEBZTx0OP11_PZt6qeW0Hzo4JEhry_6fOP-YBztqWiDNJPKRFlVqvzJe2245M2W3syZut3sHYwygkn1mFCsoA-9Dn0nMH9ym2LxIsardxl4CmHH45HVajdSPiD9uHHqRX_aOwTNZ5EqqpLJ1zP3F7tPboiUAujc0RhP2lo&sai=AMfl-YRQEsItz9nBkereOi4X-hEIkt9lKbXzg-MgMVd8oih41UA-ElGh55yV3C0Kq8bxJueXzvS2EP8DFmGjQKKihvR0KQ36P3fm_p9m-If8zDxVscad7vD6zuTMabG0rCRYcoftJ8Ck4TJfwZ79Nx5QgU9Yee9Gy3Q8o4H2roS6O4DPlQ31UFJUt4ZHHl698RaUnBNHnAhO7jFW4XxjcvrM5m6OiN5hvjmKqw7vsxDlcgqUOj6qPmU-RBknOGeEFP4PNKn2kPdk8MvJsOj_4inXvaPAciww55PauY5Br35ndLc_Vqu42zFGXvp0zTqnFHHxOg082-QySLFdXluqq5I94vxHHMFST3x3vNWLHF1-DayZ90uLCLNZ65Xtl1q--76k1X4oWCwtsK1NYv-y&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG99v9nOuwCyEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.fullbay.com/next-platform/?utm_source=Transport%20Topics&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Fullbay%20Next&utm_content=B&utm_term=welcome%20ad
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuxy25Ry3wrONg31zu7GhAEI3NT8pZiReS9qVY88DkVq6PcUF0FPJ6u5W9Ys_ar7nV-QvdhsY3Zkka5-uv2QjA8d9CCil9IS9CZ_e9ZKArVprK1h5Aomk2P8KSZqQRYVj3VLZ5FpOlqjtD0LRMccSpo-J7URpuFFU_MOduCUgiC45fXBywO7AxEh7-6layj-NmQX3953VdgNBN-fHUpm68Xgs6ci2Zw463ARq5rbyaVXvWxKgduYa_JDYEBZTx0OP11_PZt6qeW0Hzo4JEhry_6fOP-YBztqWiDNJPKRFlVqvzJe2245M2W3syZut3sHYwygkn1mFCsoA-9Dn0nMH9ym2LxIsardxl4CmHH45HVajdSPiD9uHHqRX_aOwTNZ5EqqpLJ1zP3F7tPboiUAujc0RhP2lo&sai=AMfl-YRQEsItz9nBkereOi4X-hEIkt9lKbXzg-MgMVd8oih41UA-ElGh55yV3C0Kq8bxJueXzvS2EP8DFmGjQKKihvR0KQ36P3fm_p9m-If8zDxVscad7vD6zuTMabG0rCRYcoftJ8Ck4TJfwZ79Nx5QgU9Yee9Gy3Q8o4H2roS6O4DPlQ31UFJUt4ZHHl698RaUnBNHnAhO7jFW4XxjcvrM5m6OiN5hvjmKqw7vsxDlcgqUOj6qPmU-RBknOGeEFP4PNKn2kPdk8MvJsOj_4inXvaPAciww55PauY5Br35ndLc_Vqu42zFGXvp0zTqnFHHxOg082-QySLFdXluqq5I94vxHHMFST3x3vNWLHF1-DayZ90uLCLNZ65Xtl1q--76k1X4oWCwtsK1NYv-y&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG99v9nOuwCyEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.fullbay.com/next-platform/?utm_source=Transport%20Topics&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Fullbay%20Next&utm_content=B&utm_term=welcome%20ad
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuxy25Ry3wrONg31zu7GhAEI3NT8pZiReS9qVY88DkVq6PcUF0FPJ6u5W9Ys_ar7nV-QvdhsY3Zkka5-uv2QjA8d9CCil9IS9CZ_e9ZKArVprK1h5Aomk2P8KSZqQRYVj3VLZ5FpOlqjtD0LRMccSpo-J7URpuFFU_MOduCUgiC45fXBywO7AxEh7-6layj-NmQX3953VdgNBN-fHUpm68Xgs6ci2Zw463ARq5rbyaVXvWxKgduYa_JDYEBZTx0OP11_PZt6qeW0Hzo4JEhry_6fOP-YBztqWiDNJPKRFlVqvzJe2245M2W3syZut3sHYwygkn1mFCsoA-9Dn0nMH9ym2LxIsardxl4CmHH45HVajdSPiD9uHHqRX_aOwTNZ5EqqpLJ1zP3F7tPboiUAujc0RhP2lo&sai=AMfl-YRQEsItz9nBkereOi4X-hEIkt9lKbXzg-MgMVd8oih41UA-ElGh55yV3C0Kq8bxJueXzvS2EP8DFmGjQKKihvR0KQ36P3fm_p9m-If8zDxVscad7vD6zuTMabG0rCRYcoftJ8Ck4TJfwZ79Nx5QgU9Yee9Gy3Q8o4H2roS6O4DPlQ31UFJUt4ZHHl698RaUnBNHnAhO7jFW4XxjcvrM5m6OiN5hvjmKqw7vsxDlcgqUOj6qPmU-RBknOGeEFP4PNKn2kPdk8MvJsOj_4inXvaPAciww55PauY5Br35ndLc_Vqu42zFGXvp0zTqnFHHxOg082-QySLFdXluqq5I94vxHHMFST3x3vNWLHF1-DayZ90uLCLNZ65Xtl1q--76k1X4oWCwtsK1NYv-y&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG99v9nOuwCyEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.fullbay.com/next-platform/?utm_source=Transport%20Topics&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Fullbay%20Next&utm_content=B&utm_term=welcome%20ad
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuxy25Ry3wrONg31zu7GhAEI3NT8pZiReS9qVY88DkVq6PcUF0FPJ6u5W9Ys_ar7nV-QvdhsY3Zkka5-uv2QjA8d9CCil9IS9CZ_e9ZKArVprK1h5Aomk2P8KSZqQRYVj3VLZ5FpOlqjtD0LRMccSpo-J7URpuFFU_MOduCUgiC45fXBywO7AxEh7-6layj-NmQX3953VdgNBN-fHUpm68Xgs6ci2Zw463ARq5rbyaVXvWxKgduYa_JDYEBZTx0OP11_PZt6qeW0Hzo4JEhry_6fOP-YBztqWiDNJPKRFlVqvzJe2245M2W3syZut3sHYwygkn1mFCsoA-9Dn0nMH9ym2LxIsardxl4CmHH45HVajdSPiD9uHHqRX_aOwTNZ5EqqpLJ1zP3F7tPboiUAujc0RhP2lo&sai=AMfl-YRQEsItz9nBkereOi4X-hEIkt9lKbXzg-MgMVd8oih41UA-ElGh55yV3C0Kq8bxJueXzvS2EP8DFmGjQKKihvR0KQ36P3fm_p9m-If8zDxVscad7vD6zuTMabG0rCRYcoftJ8Ck4TJfwZ79Nx5QgU9Yee9Gy3Q8o4H2roS6O4DPlQ31UFJUt4ZHHl698RaUnBNHnAhO7jFW4XxjcvrM5m6OiN5hvjmKqw7vsxDlcgqUOj6qPmU-RBknOGeEFP4PNKn2kPdk8MvJsOj_4inXvaPAciww55PauY5Br35ndLc_Vqu42zFGXvp0zTqnFHHxOg082-QySLFdXluqq5I94vxHHMFST3x3vNWLHF1-DayZ90uLCLNZ65Xtl1q--76k1X4oWCwtsK1NYv-y&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG99v9nOuwCyEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.fullbay.com/next-platform/?utm_source=Transport%20Topics&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Fullbay%20Next&utm_content=B&utm_term=welcome%20ad

MCE also offered a look at the latest equipment, technologies and other products
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designed to help trucking companies operate more efficiently, improve safety and

ensure regulatory compliance. Transport

Suppliers of in-cab technology and ﬂee}‘ nPanagement software had a strong presence
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