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Seth Clevenger | Managing Editor, Features
September 25, 2020 1:45 PM, EDT

Trucking’s Trade Shows Go Virtual

[Ensure you have all the info you need in these unprecedented times. Subscribe now.]

With the human and economic costs of the COVID-19 pandemic weighing heavily on the country and the world, 2020 has been anything but a
normal year for the commercial transportation industry.

Trucking and logistics companies have implemented new sanitation and social distancing measures to help mitigate the spread of the
coronavirus, while also adjusting their operations and shifting capacity amid volatile market conditions.

At the same time, this public health crisis also has greatly disrupted another facet of the transportation industry — trade shows and conferences.
|#.Seth Clevenger
Clevenger

These gatherings have long served as important venues for industry leaders to come together to share knowledge, exchange ideas, discuss policy
and check out the latest trucking equipment and technology.


http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/government
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/business
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/technology
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/equipment
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/safety
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/fuel
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/logistics
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/autonomous
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/top100/for-hire
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/top100/private
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/top50/globalfreight
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/top50/logistics
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/videos
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/articles/transport-topics-podcasts
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/galleries
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/transport-topics-radio
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/newsmakers
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/listen
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/editorial
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/perspective
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/letters-editor
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/cartoons
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/crossword
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/categories/coronavirus
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/special-coverage
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/events
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/submit-your-event
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/articles/current-stock-prices-trucking-logistics
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/webinars
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/whitepapers
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/government-industry-resources
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/us-government-sites
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/state-government-sites
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/business
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/technology
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/authors/seth-clevenger
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://influence.ttnews.com/subscribe2020/?utm_source=ttnews&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=ttnews-sub-offer-in-article-cta-april-2020

But with large, in-person meetings deemed impossible during the pandemic, many of the most prominent events on the 2020 calendar have been
canceled, or have moved to an online-only format.

Some of the biggest cancellations include the annual Mid-America Trucking Show in Louisville, Ky., and the Transportation Intermediaries
Association’s Capital Ideas Conference & Exhibition, as well as American Trucking Associations’ National Truck Driving Championships.
Across the Atlantic, the biennial IAA Commercial Vehicles Show in Hanover, Germany, also was canceled.

But other major industry events are adapting to the pandemic by moving online.

ATA’s Management Conference & Exhibition, originally set to convene in Denver, will instead proceed as a virtual event Oct. 19-23 and Oct. 26-
28.
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Some major trucking technology events also have been going virtual, including Trimble Transportation’s in.sight user conference, held in
August, and the McLeod Software user conference, set for Sept. 29-Oct. 1.

While it may be impossible to completely replace the chance meetings and conversations that happen in the breakout sessions or the hallways of
an in-person trade show, it’s more important than ever for leaders and managers to remain engaged with their peers and continue learning about
what’s happening across the industry.

And virtual events can still accomplish much of that.

Thought leadership discussions and educational sessions, even when they’re online only, can be the spark of inspiration for virtual attendees to
better understand an emerging trend or discover a better way of doing business.

Digital events can’t fully replicate the experience of viewing a new truck model, component or technology demo in person, but they certainly can
keep the industry’s conversation going at a time when social distancing guidelines remain in effect and business travel has slowed to a trickle.

Although states continue to gradually lift coronavirus-related restrictions, it appears that it will take more time for the trade show circuit to return
to normal.

Cancellations of in-person events already have extended into 2021. CES, the massive annual technology show in Las Vegas, normally draws
more than 150,000 attendees from around the globe, but next year’s edition will instead shift to an entirely digital event in January. The 2021
annual meeting of the Transportation Research Board also will be an online event.

Unfortunately these types of digital meetings will have to suffice for at least a while longer, but we can all look forward to the time when we can
once again see our friends and peers in person at business conferences to chart the industry’s path forward.

Until then, we’ll just have to continue making the most of the challenging situation created by COVID-19.

Want more news? Listen to today's daily briefing:

Subscribe: Apple Podcasts | Spotify | Amazon Alexa | Google Assistant | More

More Articles About:

Coronavirus

Related Articles


http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/articles/truckings-trade-shows-go-virtual
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/articles/staying-ahead-covid-19
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/articles/workers-shifting-home-offices-it-investments-help-keep-freight-moving
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/articles/contactless-delivery-safety-precautions-accelerate-adoption-electronic-bills-lading
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/articles/chatbots-reshaping-way-businesses-connect-customers
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/transport-topics/id1450648005
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://open.spotify.com/show/5ttgY8ORsufQF2ymowxYvH?si=R1hUkJFhRQ2eNwpaEURayw
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.amazon.com/American-Trucking-Associations-inc-Transport/dp/B07MVSZG1R
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://assistant.google.com/services/a/uid/000003b2ee562508
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/listen
http://web.archive.org/web/20200926085209/https://www.ttnews.com/categories/coronavirus

|+-A passenger wearing a mask at O'Hare International Airport in Chicago

White House Weighs Airline Job Support in Case Stimulus Fails

|+ Workers enter the Gran Colombia Gold Corp. mine in Colombia on Jan. 27.

The Global Airline Shutdown Has a Surprise Victim: Gold Miners

|+A tugboat docks at the Port of Duluth-Superior in Duluth, Minn., in January 2012.
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