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UPDATED STATEMENT REGARDING
COMIC-CON SPECIAL EDITION
Our decision to hold an in-person event in 2021 was driven by a number of factors. Our primary hope was
to be able to gather in-person as a community, something we have not been able to do since early last year.
Another was to try to determine how best to effectively and safely produce events in light of current health
concerns with the least negative impact on attendees.

As conventions and events have had to cancel their in-person shows or have converted to virtual formats
during the pandemic, some have been postponed to later years while others have been rescheduled to the
later part of 2021, resulting in a very packed Convention Center calendar. When reviewing dates for an in-
person event, it was clear that available meeting and exhibit space would limit our options. Of the dates
presented with the fewest restrictions, Friday through Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend seemed to be the
best balance of available space and our envisioned event. As longtime fans ourselves, we have attended
many conventions over that holiday weekend, opting to spend Thanksgiving day with family and the rest of
the weekend with friends and our families of choice. While this is not unusual in the convention trade, we
understand this choice is not optimal for everyone.

Comic-Con Special Edition was never intended to be the large gathering reflective of the summer event. As a
shorter event, it was our attempt to start slowly and cautiously while at the same time addressing the desire
from fans to have an in-person show. There are still many factors that are unknown to us at this time,
including space accommodations, travel restrictions, capacity restrictions, and required safety protocols.
While open to all and with the hope that we will be able to accommodate fans from all over, we understand
that due to potential travel-based restrictions and challenges, Comic-Con Special Edition may be an event
attended mostly by fans more easily able to travel to San Diego.



Currently we do not know whether having this event in November is even feasible as we are still in the midst
of the pandemic and while we are optimistic about Q4, we have not been privy to any specific information on
large gatherings. However, it was our desire to have something in place for our fans who have longed for an
in-person event. We truly hope that you will join us for this entry back into the world of in-person
celebrations of the community we so love.

COMIC-CON ANNOUNCES DATES FOR NOVEMBER CONVENTION

The Event Will Be Held At The San Diego Convention Center Over Thanksgiving Weekend

San Diego — San Diego Comic Convention today announced dates for their November convention. Comic-
Con Special Edition will be held as a three-day event over Thanksgiving weekend, Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday, November 26-28, 2021 at the San Diego Convention Center. It is our hope that by Fall conditions
will permit larger public gatherings.

Comic-Con Special Edition will be the first in-person convention produced by the organization since Comic-
Con 2019, and the first since the onset of the global pandemic COVID-19. The Fall event will allow the
organization to highlight all the great elements that make Comic-Con such a popular event each year, as well
as generate much needed revenue not only for the organization but also for local businesses and the
community.

“While we have been able to pivot from in-person gatherings to limited online events, the loss of revenue
has had an acute impact on the organization as it has with many small businesses, necessitating reduced
work schedules and reduction in pay for employees, among other issues,” said David Glanzer, spokesperson
for the nonprofit organization. “Hopefully this event will shore up our financial reserves and mark a slow
return to larger in-person gatherings in 2022.”

As details are still being finalized, badge cost, attendance capacity, and related information will be
forthcoming.
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Mission Statement

The SAN DIEGO COMIC CONVENTION (Comic-Con International) is a California Nonprofit Public Benefit
Corporation organized for charitable purposes and dedicated to creating the general public’s awareness of
and appreciation for comics and related popular art forms, including participation in and support of public
presentations, conventions, exhibits, museums and other public outreach activities which celebrate the
historic and ongoing contribution of comics to art and culture.
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