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Gottlieb, McWilliams to Keynote
ABA Unconventional Convention
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Former Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Scott Gottlieb and FDIC Chairman Jelena

McWilliams will be two of the keynote speakers for ABA’s first-ever Unconventional Convention, a

new virtual event taking place Oct. 19-20.

Gottlieb—one of the leading private-sector voices on responding to the coronavirus pandemic and a

resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute—will discuss the pandemic, including when a

vaccine may be available and advice for reopening the economy. McWilliams will join ABA President

and CEO Rob Nichols for a conversation about the industry’s response to the pandemic, current

regulatory issues and efforts to promote financial inclusion.

Other keynote speakers include: former Whole Foods Market co-CEO Walter Robb; Federal Reserve

Vice Chairman Richard Clarida; Yale University psychology professor Laurie Santos; marketing

expert and bestselling author Mark Schaefer; CNN political analyst Bakari Sellers; agricultural

economist David Kohl; and First Citizens BancShares EVP James Bennett.
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The Unconventional Convention will provide attendees with a mix of live and on-demand content,

including dedicated sessions for bank marketers, CFOs and operations professional, agricultural

bankers and CEOs, as well as sessions with a fintech and payments focus. To help bring bankers

together during this critical time for the industry, ABA is offering special registration discounts for

this event, along with a “bring the bank” option, through which institutions can register up to 25

bankers for less than the price of six individual registrations. Learn more and register. View the

speaker lineup.
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gnaw at consumer day-to-day

spending

ECONOMY SEPTEMBER 28, 2026

With consumers seeking out financial advice to cope with rising

prices, banks can "proactively intervene and make a difference in

their customers’ lives," according to JD Power.

Third court rules against Trump

administration over CFPB funding

COMPLIANCE AND RISK SEPTEMBER 28, 2026

A federal judge in Oregon last week ruled that the Trump

administration must continue funding the CFPB, reaching a

decision similar to two other federal courts in separate lawsuits.

CISA issues urgent alert about vulnerabilities in remote access

technology used by businesses
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CISA has issued an urgent alert about critical vulnerabilities in

Citrix NetScaler ADC and NetScaler Gateway that attackers are

actively exploiting. Banks are being asked to take immediate action

to protect their systems.

Nano Banc in California closed by

regulators

COMMUNITY BANKING SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

California regulators on Friday closed Nano Banc of Irvine and

appointed the FDIC as receiver. Sunwest Bank of Sandy, Utah, has

agreed to assume substantially all deposits and purchase certain

assets of the bank.

Final: Consumer sentiment

decreased 3.6 points in September

ECONOMY SEPTEMBER 25, 2026

Consumer sentiment decreased 3.6 points month-over-month in

September to 48.1, and is down seven points from one year ago,

according to final results of the University of Michigan Surveys of

Consumers.

ABA DataBank: Protein obsession

drives up prices

ECONOMY SEPTEMBER 25, 2026

Demand for protein-rich foods and nutritional supplements has

continued to increase, contributing to tighter whey inventories and

higher prices.
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