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2021 Kentucky Derby Health, Safety & Ticket
Information

Last Updated: February 22, 2021

Dear Kentucky Derby fans,

As we look forward to the 147th running of the Kentucky Derby on May 1, 2021, we are faced with continued
uncertainty. The health and safety of our entire community, including our team and our fans, is always our
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primary concern and we remain focused on following sound and proven health and safety protocols while
working toward the best experience possible for our guests. 

At this time, we are working under the assumption that we will need to limit the number of reserved seats to 40-
50% of capacity and will delay the sale of any general admission tickets until we are closer to the date of this
year’s Kentucky Derby. If the circumstances surrounding the spread of COVID-19 improve, then we will sell
more reserved seats and consider selling general admission tickets. 

Guests with contractual seating, such as personal seat licenses, memberships and annual tickets, and those who
received refunds in 2020, will have rights to first refusal for 2021 Kentucky Derby and Oaks tickets. To be
notified if and when additional tickets become available, please subscribe to the Kentucky Derby’s email list
through the box on this page or follow @KentuckyDerby on social media. 

Answers to Commonly Asked Questions

Will the Derby take place on the first Saturday in May?

We do not anticipate moving our traditional date of the first Saturday in May. Last year, racing was not permitted
in the state of Kentucky at all on the first Saturday in May so we had to move the Derby in compliance with
those restrictions. This year, we don’t anticipate any restrictions on running the race on its traditional date. 

Will masks be required at this year’s Derby? 

All indications suggest that masks will be required at Derby 2021 based on the projections of public health
experts. We will continue to operate within the guidance and recommendations issued by local and state health
officials as well as the CDC.

Why aren’t General Admission tickets on sale?  Why not open the infield going for people to spread out?

Based on current public health guidance, tickets are currently limited to those that are assigned to a specific seat
and that can be socially distanced from other groups of attendees. If the circumstances surrounding the spread of
COVID-19 improve, we will consider selling general admission tickets.

What is being done to protect the backside workers that live on-site at Churchill Downs? What
precautions will be taken for when they return? 

Just as the rest of the team at Churchill Downs Racetrack, the backside now operates under increased health and
safety protocols. When backside workers return to the track in mid-March, a number of COVID-19 mitigation
procedures will be in effect including:

100% requirement for protective face coverings 
Daily medical monitoring of all backside workers 
Additional hand washing & sanitizing stations in place
Social distancing guidelines in place
Controlled access areas in place to limit unauthorized entry into the backside 

What tickets are available to the 2021 Kentucky Derby and Oaks?

Based on current public health guidelines, we expect seating capacity for the 2021 Kentucky Derby to be
extremely limited. At this time we are working to accommodate guests with contractual seating. If the
circumstances surrounding the spread of COVID-19 improve, then we will sell more reserved seats and consider
selling general admission tickets. To be notified if and when additional tickets become available, please
subscribe to the Kentucky Derby’s email list through the box on this page or follow @KentuckyDerby on social
media. You may also be able to purchase tickets which become available from contractual guests through our
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official ticket resale site at kentuckyderby.com/resale or through our official experience package partner at
derbyexperiences.com.

Will there be any changes to tickets for this year’s Derby?

This year, reserved seats to the Kentucky Derby and Oaks will be all-inclusive. This change allows us to improve
our guests’ experience by reducing the amount of time spent in line, eliminating the need for cash transactions
for food and beverages and providing the opportunity to try a greater variety of food. Further information can be
found at kentuckyderby.com/all-inclusive.

Will my tickets be refunded if COVID causes the Derby to be canceled or postponed?

We don’t anticipate any restrictions on running the Kentucky Derby this year on our traditional date of the first
Saturday in May. 

If you purchase tickets directly through Churchill Downs via Ticketmaster or the Official Kentucky Derby Ticket
Exchange, and spectators are not permitted, you will be refunded the full amount paid less any processing,
handling or shipping fees. Churchill Downs’ full ticket & admissions policy can be found here. 

Derby Experiences has worked with its hotel, tour & transportation partners to offer an improved refund policy
in 2021. If you purchase tickets through our official experience package partner, Derby Experiences, and
spectators are not permitted, you will receive a credit for 100% of your payment towards the next scheduled
running of the Kentucky Derby. For more information visit derbyexperiences.com

If you purchase tickets from any other source, you will be subject to that source’s refund policy.  Churchill
Downs is unable to process refunds for tickets purchased through a third party.

When will tickets to the rest of Derby Week and the Spring Meet go on sale?

Derby Week Tickets and Spring Meet Tickets are now on sale.

Get the latest information on ticket availability:
Enter your email address  Submit.
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Hi, how can I help?

We, and our third-party partners, use cookies, pixels, and other technologies
(“cookies”) to automatically collect, record, and share information you provide, as
well as information about your interactions with, our site for ad targeting, analytics,
personalization, and site functionality purposes. By continuing to use this site, you
agree to the use of tracking technologies and our Terms and Conditions (which
contains important waivers), and acknowledge our privacy practices as described in
our Privacy Policy.
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agree to the use of tracking technologies and our Terms and Conditions (which
contains important waivers), and acknowledge our privacy practices as described in
our Privacy Policy.
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