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2020 Washington State Fair Canceled

Watch a message from The Fair’s CEO Kent Hojem:
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Watch video on YouTube

The Washington State Fair has featured the best of our state for the past 120 years. We have met the challenges
of fires and floods, withstood changes in culture and the challenges of time and, except for the four years of
World War II, operated uninterrupted that entire span.

Now, after thoughtful consideration, we have made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Fair. At its core, any
fair, ours included, is a people-gathering event, the more people the better. That hypothesis runs contrary to the
challenges of containing this pandemic. Consequently, though it was a difficult decision, it was really the only
decision possible based on what we currently know. It was a decision made in what we feel are the best interests
of the health and safety of all of our guests, our employees, our exhibitors; basically all of our constituents.

We realize this action will have severe impacts, both emotionally and financially, on all of our partners. We know
that not having a fair this year creates a hardship for many, but people are the most important component in the
incredibly complex equation of what makes up our fair. Health and safety are our greatest concerns. There are
other concerns. Our people, our fair people, have expectations of what the Washington State Fair will be; that
wonderful blend of exciting new things and rich traditions. The potential limitations brought on by the necessity
of social distancing, would create a situation that could not reflect the future memories that we would want the
2020 Fair to produce.

There are so many things that we will miss by not hosting our Fair this year: the livestock, the carnival, the fair
food, the Farm at SillyVille, the rodeo, the concerts, all the exhibits, the commercial vendors, and too many other
things to mention. But most of all, we will miss you, our Fair friends. So though we have hit the pause button on
preparations for this year’s Washington State Fair, we will take this time to ensure that we can produce a great
fair in 2021.

Since 1900, the Washington State Fair has been “Washington’s home to gather and celebrate.” We want to make
certain that we remain that home for generations to come. This is our mission statement and we intend to
welcome you all home as soon as we can.

Frequently Asked Questions

o Why make this decision now?
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A lot of lead time is needed to plan all aspects of the Washington State Fair. We waited as long as we
possibly could, but based on what we currently know in the governor’s phased approach to reopening the
economy, this was the time to make the decision to cancel.

Who makes this decision?

The Washington State Fair Board of Directors vote, after reviewing information and recommendations by
The Fair’s management team.

What if [ bought Rodeo or Columbia Bank Concert Series’ Tickets?

We are attempting to reschedule these events for future dates. Once a plan is in place, we will make an
announcement on what your options will be. There is no need to contact The Fair at this moment. We
appreciate your patience.

We will post updates on the concert webpages as more information becomes available.

What is the economic impact of canceling The Fair?

We realize canceling The 2020 Washington State Fair will have severe economic impacts on all of our
partners, near and far. We also know this creates a hardship for thousands of our seasonal employees. But
in this complicated equation, we must also take into consideration, the health and safety of all these
stakeholders.

Do you have other planned events for this summer?

Yes! We are hosting a Drive-Thru Fair Food-To-Go event, a LIVE IN-PERSON Drive-In Concert Series
and a FREE drive-in movie night. All summer event info can be found here.

Will you try to plan another event instead of the traditional Washington State Fair?

This will depend on a multitude of factors, including the Safe Start Plan to reopen the economy. If we are
able to host another event and safely welcome back our guests, we will announce publicly through the
media social media and our website.

Are any other events happening on the fairgrounds that usually would happen outside of Fair time?

We are a year-round events center, but many events have been unable to occur as scheduled so far, this
year. We will continue to follow the Safe Start Plan to reopen the economy, and book facility events and
rent our facilities as we are able.

What about livestock shows?

Unfortunately with the cancelation of the 2020 Fair, our Open Class Livestock Shows will not be able to
proceed. We will be working with our youth show partners, such as FFA, 4-H and Junior Poultry
Association on how to support their 2020 efforts in the coming weeks.

What if [ already submitted my entry information and competition fees?

We will be contacting registered participants on the cancelation of their entries and refunding their fees via
e-mail supplied at time of entry. We appreciate your patience as we roll out communications.

What if [ already booked camping spots?

If you have booked spots you need to cancel, please email info@thefair.com or call (253) 845-1771, 8:00
am - 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday.



https://web.archive.org/concerts/
https://web.archive.org/drive-in-summer-events/
mailto:info@thefair.com

e What if [’ve already been accepted as a vendor?

Please email the Vendor Services Department, at vendorservices@thefair.com.

e Are there ways I can stay connected to The Fair?

Yes! There are ways to stay updated on the latest news at The Fair, and to support the Washington State
Fair Foundation.

o Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

o You can sign up for our free e-newsletter. You’ll receive exclusive concert pre-sale announcements,
fair information and our monthly event calendar, telling you what’s happening year-round on the
fairgrounds.

o Become a supporter of the Washington State Fair Foundation. The foundation financially supports
the scholarship and educational programs of The Fair, and preserves and improves The Fair for
future generations.

June 5, 2020:

As Pierce County enters Phase Two of the state’s economic reopening plan, the Washington State Fair continues
preparations to welcome back guests. The Fair is considered to be in phase four of the “Safe Start Plan,” and is
currently scheduled for September 4-27, 2020.

Please note, our front desk will not reopen in Phase Two. Questions can be emailed to info@thefair.com.

We are carefully looking at what adjustments can be made to safely reopen our events center for interim events
and the Washington State Fair, as we move through the phased plan. We will provide details on our safety
measures and any other changes, as we progress in the planning process.

As previously stated, we will make necessary enhanced adjustments in order to minimize the health impacts of
COVID-19. By visiting the Washington State Fair, guests voluntarily assume all risks related to exposure to
COVID-19.

May 20, 2020:

The Washington State Fair Currently Scheduled as Planned

The Washington State Fair is currently scheduled for September 4-27, 2020. As the phased re-opening of the
state’s economy progresses, our staff continues to plan the state’s biggest party. We are diligently working on
modifications to safely reopen our events center.

Specific details of safety and precautionary measures and any other new changes, will be provided as we move
forward in the planning process. Many factors will go into our decisions on how The Fair will proceed, including
ongoing conversations with health care and government partners.

We will make necessary enhanced adjustments in order to minimize the health impacts of COVID-19. According
to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, there is a risk of exposure to the virus when in a public setting.
By visiting the Washington State Fair, guests voluntarily assume all risks related to exposure to COVID-19.

Stay safe, we miss you and we will provide regular updates.

Office Closure
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At this time, the Washington State Fair administration offices are closed until allowed to re-open by Washington
state's "Stay Healthy, Stay Home" order.

Scheduled Events At Our Facilities

All events at the Washington State Fair Events Center are canceled until large events are able to safely resume.
Please check our Events Calendar for the most current events schedule. We will share updated information as it
becomes available or changes are made.

Most non-fairtime events at the Washington State Fair Events Center are organized by third parties. We are
working with our event promoters to reschedule events where possible. Please contact individual show
promoters for ticket refund information and additional details.

View Events Calendar

May 6, 2020:

As we move forward in the governor’s order for phased re-opening of Washington’s economy, the Washington
State Fair staff continues to plan the state’s biggest party, and look at ways to safely reopen our events center for
all of you. The Washington State Fair is considered to be in phase four of the governor’s “Safe Start Plan” and is
currently scheduled for September 4-27, 2020.

During this phased approach, we will make necessary modifications in order to minimize the health effects of
COVID-19. We realize the significant impact the closure of our events center has been on our business partners
and our community.

We are working diligently to create a fun and safe environment for our guests. We look forward to once again,
providing a year-round place where we can gather and create memories.

Stay safe, we miss you and we will provide regular updates.

Refund Policy

Applies to Steve Miller Band ticket purchasers. Questions regarding requests for other 2020 Washington State
Fair refunds can be emailed to stacyv(@thefair.com. Please note, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are
carefully looking at our concert and rodeo refund policy. This is an evolving situation and we thank you for your
patience. For all other events at our facility, please contact the show producer directly. Contact information is
listed in each event on our calendar.

Credit/Debit Card Purchasers

If you purchased by credit or debit card, either online or at the Box Office, refunds will be processed
automatically and refunded to the original card used for payment. There is no need to contact The Fair. Please
allow 7-10 business days for processing. If your card has been canceled since you purchased, please contact the
Box Office at boxoffice@thefair.com.

Cash Purchasers

If you purchased with cash, please email the Box Office at boxoffice@thefair.com for further instructions on
how to obtain a refund.
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Please note: This refund policy only applies to tickets purchased directly from The Fair. Any tickets purchased
from Groupon or other third party resellers cannot be refunded by The Fair. You will receive communication
directly from Groupon with options for your voucher.

Join Our E-Club

Subscribe to our newsletter to get the latest news, special discounts, exclusive concert pre-sales and more!
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