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NASDPTS Postpones 2020 Conference
Due to COVID-19
The National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services

conference has been pushed back to November 2021. The association may host

an alternative virtual conference later this year.

Nicole Schlosser・ Former Executive Editor August 5, 2020

The National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services annual conference has been

postponed to 2021. Shown here is a panel discussion that took place at the association's 2019 conference

in Washington, D.C.
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The National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services

(NASDPTS) has postponed its 2020 annual conference, which had been set to

take place in November, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The conference had been slated to run from Nov. 7 to 11 in Grand Rapids, Mich.,

but has been pushed back to November 2021, NASDPTS announced in an email

to its members on Wednesday. The association will provide the dates of the

conference to members in the coming months.  

Ad Loading...

Related - PHOTOS: NASDPTS in D.C.

Patrick McManamon, the president elect and conference program chair for

NASDPTS, also said in the message that NASDPTS has been monitoring the

pandemic and its impacts throughout the U.S., and recently surveyed all state

directors, the majority of whom responded that their states have prohibited all

out-of-state travel until further notice.

“The health and safety of our members, your families, and the nation’s

communities is paramount,” McManamon said in the message. “We believe it

would be neither feasible nor wise to ask or expect our members to travel this
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year, especially in light of the recent surge in cases throughout the sunbelt and

now in many midwestern states.”

Related - NASDPTS Releases New Position Paper on 3-point Belts

Meanwhile, NASDPTS plans to discuss in its board meeting later this month the

possibility of holding an alternative virtual conference later this year.

Related - 5 Questions: Mike LaRocco on Seat Belts, Safety Regulations
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MANAGEMENT • by Elora Haynes • September 28, 2026

School Transportation’s Biggest Pressures and Opportunities: SBFX
Attendees Weigh In

School bus operators point to rising costs, staffing, and vehicle prices as immediate

pressures while identifying technology, training, and routing as opportunities for growth.

Read More →
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MANAGEMENT • by News/Media Release • September 25, 2026

STA Acquires Sunrise Transportation
Student Transportation of America expands in Illinois and Connecticut through Sunrise's

fleet of nearly 1,000 vehicles.

Read More →

ALTERNATIVE FUELS • by Amanda Huggett • September 25, 2026

EPA Opens $180M DERA Funding Round for Diesel Upgrades
The 2026 Diesel Emissions Reduction Act program seeks applications from eligible

organizations to accelerate the retirement of legacy diesel vehicles.

Read More →
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The Right Ride for Every Student: Navigating the New Student

Transportation Ecosystem

SPONSORED BY EVERDRIVEN

What Readiness Looks Like This School Year

SPONSORED BY ZONAR SYSTEMS

TECHNOLOGY • by Elora Haynes • September 24, 2026

HopSkipDrive’s CareEngine Targets the ‘Exceptions’ in Student
Transportation

The new platform works alongside districts’ existing transportation management systems to

coordinate specialized rides, automate last-minute changes, and turn ride data into

operational improvements.

Read More →
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SPONSORED • by Staff • September 23, 2026

The Right Ride for Every Student: Navigating the New Student
Transportation Ecosystem

How should districts blend school buses with small-vehicle transportation and other

options? EverDriven CEO Mitch Bowling discusses safety, costs, partnerships, and strategy.

Read More →
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MANAGEMENT • Cover Story • by Elora Haynes • September 22, 2026

Annette Brown Always Takes the Extra Time: Meet Our 2026 School
Bus Driver Hero

For more than 30 years, the Wa-Nee Community Schools driver has treated students like

family, combining safety, compassion, and servant leadership to make a lasting difference

on and beyond the school bus.

Read More →
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MANAGEMENT • September 15, 2026

How to Build a Better Driver Training Program
Ready to boost up your school bus instructor training? Here’s how to pick the right talent

and improve recruitment, retention, and safety.

Read More →
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MANAGEMENT • by Alex Roman • September 14, 2026

CALSTART and Forth Combine to Form Catalyst Mobility
The new name represents a renewed vision for the nonprofit focused on advancing clean,

equitable, and affordable transportation solutions that move people and goods.

Read More →

MANAGEMENT • by Amanda Huggett • September 14, 2026
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What Makes a Great School Bus Driver Trainer?

Choosing the right school bus driver trainer takes more than experience. Learn six keys to

selecting and developing trainers and evaluating program effectiveness.

Read More →
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MANAGEMENT • by Staff and News Reports • September 11, 2026

School Bus Contractors Expand Through New Deals, Acquisitions &
Partnerships
STA's Canadian division acquires Ontario-based G&L Stevenson Transport; Durham School

Services adds a new district in California; First Student expands in New Jersey; and

Minnesota Coaches rebrands and acquires Halo Transportation.

Read More →

View All →
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