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National Pupil Transportation Associations Make
Changes to Conference Plans

The National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services reassesses details, will change
location. The National Association for Pupil Transportation pivots to a series of events, starting in Texas in
October.

l#.Nicole Schlosser

Nicole Schlosser * Former Executive Editor
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l».National Pupil Transportation Associations Make Changes to Conference Plans

The National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services (NASDPTS) and the
National Association for Pupil Transportation are changing 2021 conference plans. Shown here is a
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panel discussion that took place at NASDPTS's 2019 conference in Washington, D.C. Pat Schofill,
the association's president elect, is shown on the left.

File photo

2 min to read

Two major national pupil transportation associations are making changes to their annual conference plans this
year as the COVID-19 pandemic, despite lessening in severity, continues to have an impact.

The National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services (NASDPTS) had initially planned
to hold its 2021 annual conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan, from Nov. 6 to 10.

Pat Schofill, NASDPTS’s conference chair and president elect, wrote in a message to members on Thursday that
the association’s board of directors decided in a meeting on May 17 that the 2021 conference will not be held in
Grand Rapids this year. The decision is based in large part on survey results from state directors on their
preferences on how the conference should be held and ability to travel.

The NASDPTS conference may still be held from Nov. 6 to 10, but whether that will be in person, virtual, or a
hybrid of both, is still to be determined by the board. The board will meet in June on a date still to be determined
to consider various options and make a final decision on conference dates, location, and whether there will be a
virtual component.

In the meantime, Schofill said in the message, the board is sending out another survey to members to assess
conference preferences and ability to travel.

“The board recognizes that much has changed on the COVID-19 front in the past two weeks and we wanted to
be inclusive of those changes as we look to the future and hopefully being able to gather in person again soon,”
he added in the email message. “We appreciate your patience as we work to take everything into consideration.”

Anyone with questions about annual conference plans can email NASDPTS Executive Director Ronna Weber at
execdir@nasdpts.org or Schofill at pschofill@doe.k12.ga.us.

Meanwhile, the National Association for Pupil Transportation (NAPT) has also changed its 2021 annual
conference and trade show plans.
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According to the NAPT website, instead of holding the conference in Grand Rapids from Nov. 5 to 9, it will
feature NAPT ACTS! The Road Show.

The ACTS! The Road Show is described on NAPT’s website as “a series of issue-focused events,” and the first is
set for Houston, Texas, from Oct. 18 to 20.

In 2020, due to the pandemic, NASDPTS held all-virtual workshops in place of its in-person annual conference
(read coverage of sessions on the Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse and special-needs student transporters
partnering with educators.) The NAPT co-launched NAPT ACTS!, the school transportation component of

a streaming service it created in partnership with the Center for Effective School Operations.

Topics:conferencesCOVID-19NAPTNASDPTSManagement

More Management

le.a row of school buses with text next to it in an orange box that says "Share your contractor insights" and the
school bus fleet logo
Managementeby StaffeFebruary 16, 2026

Calling All Contractors: 2026 Operations Survey Open

School bus contractors and alternative transportation providers, your insights are crucial; please help us report on
the state of contracting in this survey. Answers close March 31.

Read More —
le_Screenshots of the Here Comes The Bus mobile app displayed on smartphones, showing login screen, real-

Managementeby News/Media Release*February 12, 2026

CalAmp Launches Next-Generation Parent App

CalAmp’s updated Here Comes The Bus app introduces enhanced safety controls, streamlined parent
onboarding, and expanded features to improve visibility and communication around student transportation.

Read More —
l#..The Route thumbnail with school bus fleet logo
SponsoredsFebruary 11, 2026

70 Years, 100 Episodes: The Stories Behind Decades of School Busing

It’s a celebration and a blast from the past in this special anniversary episode of The Route. Take a walk through
major industry moments, milestones, and the people who shaped it with some faces you haven’t seen in a while!
The Route is sponsored by IC Bus.

Read More —
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l#..Graphic labeled “Legislative Roundup” featuring a school bus illustration in front of the U.S. Capitol dome
with the School Bus Fleet logo in the corner.
Managementeby News/Media Release*February 10, 2026

School Bus Laws to Watch: Stop-Arm Cameras, Safety Retrofits &
Driver Shortage Fixes

From Maine bus safety upgrades to stop-arm camera bills, electric bus funding, and an Alabama workforce
solution, here’s the latest in school bus legislation across the U.S.

Read More —
l».Amanda Huggett sits smiling in front of a row of yellow school buses beside a graphic reading “School Bus
Fleet Monthly Cheat Sheet: Top News & Updates — January 2026,” promoting an industry news recap video.
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Managementeby Amanda HuggetteFebruary 9, 2026

Safety Stories, State Legislation, OEM Moves & L.ove the Bus:
January 2026 School Bus News Recap

Missed any of last month’s industry news? We got you. Reporting from Minneapolis, here’s your quick recap of
updates from Waymo's controversy, technology, and safety legislation across the U.S.

Read More —
l#.School Transportation
SponsoredsFebruary 9, 2026
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How Supplemental Transportation Helps Close Driver Gaps

Ongoing driver shortages nationwide are forcing tough transportation decisions. See how districts are using
supplemental transportation to maintain coverage for high-needs students.

Read More —

l#.Children run toward a stopped yellow school bus on a residential street as a graphic overlay reads “School Bus
Fleet Biz Briefs” with the date February 9, 2026, promoting an industry business news roundup.
Managementeby Staff and News ReportseFebruary 7, 2026

School Bus Business Briefs: School Grants, New Contracts & Revenue
Growth

In school bus tech and vendor updates, check in on news from EverDriven, Gatekeeper, Fleetio, Transfinder,
RIDE, and new district partnerships.

Read More —
l#.A red and orange personnel roundup graphic with text reading "Changing Lanes."
Managementeby Elora Haynes*February 4, 2026

Changing L.anes: EverDriven, ADROIT, DeVivo Companies, School
Bus Logistics, Zum, & Dorman

Check out some of the latest personnel moves from across the school bus industry, including new leadership
appointments, various promotions, and major restructuring.

Read More —
l#.parked school buses
SponsoredsFebruary 3, 2026

From Damage Control to Decision Partner: Transportation's Role in
School Closures & Redistricting

School closures are inevitable, but transportation chaos doesn’t have to be. Learn how modern routing
technology helps districts model closure scenarios before board votes turn into crises.

Read More —

l».Graphic reading “It’s Launch Day! Behind SBF’s New Website” with a desktop and mobile preview of the
redesigned School Bus Fleet website on an orange and cream background.
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School Bus Fleet, Refreshed: New Website, New Look, Same
Commitment

A cleaner layout, improved organization, and a better reading experience are here. Explore what’s new on
schoolbusfleet.com!
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