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The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) has announced that it will be making
some changes to its event lineup for 2021, starting with taking the year off from holding
its annual regional fly-ins. Instead, the organization will be hosting two Aviator Showcase
events and a Pilot Gathering Air Tour. As previously reported by AVweb, AOPA canceled or
postponed its three 2020 fly-in events due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

“With the uncertainties surrounding what 2021 will look like, we wanted to develop a
special event model for this coming year that will build in tremendous flexibility and
scalability,” said AOPA Senior Director of Outreach and Events Chris Eads. “We are really
excited with the plan our team has created—two different types of events that focus on
bringing AOPA pilots together in smaller settings with more intimate gatherings with
AOPA leaders and our friends in the aviation industry.”

AOPA’s Aviator Showcase events will feature 40-50 exhibits and 25-30 exhibit aircraft,
along with offering aircraft ownership seminars, technology demonstrations and exhibitor
product presentations. The AOPA Pilot Gathering Air Tour will include two multi-day,
multi-stop tours with a pilot town hall, roundtable discussions with AOPA leadership and
Air Safety Institute safety session held at each stop. Further event details—including
times and locations—are expected later this year.

Kate O'Connor
Kate is a private pilot, certificated aircraft dispatcher, and graduate of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.
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Autonomous Aircraft Inspection Test Planned At Warner Robins
Exyn says the Air Force project will begin with a demonstration in October before
operational work starts in 2027.

 Monday, September 28, 2026

PC-12 PRO Autoland Gains FAA, EASA Approval
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The emergency system can select an airport, communicate with ATC and land the aircraft
following pilot incapacitation.

 Monday, September 28, 2026

Report Details Nationwide GA Economic Impact
The report cites estimates that general aviation supports 1.33 million U.S. jobs and
generates $339.2 billion in economic output.

 Monday, September 28, 2026

Senate Passes Pilot Mental Health Bill
Measure would require FAA changes to medical certification and mental health policies.

 Monday, September 28, 2026

Legacy Citations Lose Single-Pilot Exemptions
NBAA and Citation Jet Pilots are questioning the agency’s decision and asking the FAA to
release the data behind it.

 Friday, September 25, 2026

FAA Issues Record Number of Mechanic Certificates
New certifications jumped 23.2% in 2025, but industry forecasts still point to a sizable
workforce shortage.
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FAA Modernization Is Getting Smarter, Faster And More Expensive
The agency is showing progress, but rising costs and another telecom failure show how much work remains.

Read More »
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Video: The Neuroscience of Flight Anxiety
In the cockpit, what feels routine to a pilot can feel anything but to our passengers.
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