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INDIANAPOLIS

Gaming Commission Orders Indiana Casinos To
Close For Two Weeks

By Brandon Smith
i IS
Published March 15, 2020 at 12:00 AM EDT

Justin Hicks/IPB News

The Indiana Gaming Commission ordered the state’s gaming and horse-racing operations to close, which includes off-track
betting sites.

The Indiana Gaming Commission ordered the state’s casinos to close, effective Monday
morning at 6 a.m.

That's in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The closure begins Monday and runs for at least two weeks, though Gov. Eric Holcomb
urged people last Thursday to halt gatherings of more than 250 people. It applies to all
gaming and horse-racing operations, which includes off-track betting sites.
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The commission’s order does not apply to the Four Winds Casino in South Bend, which
is operated by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. That casino says it will close
its buffet, eliminate live entertainment and reduce seats at slots, table games and bars.

Contact Brandon at bsmith@ipbs.org or follow him on Twitter at @brandonjsmith5.

This is a rapidly evolving story, and we are working hard to bring you the most up-to-
date information. However, we recommend checking the websites of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention or the Indiana State Department of Health for the
most recent numbers of COVID-19 cases.
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Brandon Smith

Brandon Smith was the Statehouse reporter for Indiana Public Broadcasting for
more than a decade, spanning three governors and a dozen legislative sessions. He
also hosted Indiana Week in Review, a weekly political and policy discussion
program seen and heard across the state.
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Support independent journalism today. You rely on WFYI to stay informed, and we depend on
you to make our work possible. Donate to power our nonprofit reporting today. Give now.
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Local News

Downtown Indianapolis tops list for potential new
casino site, study finds

Casey Smith - Indiana Capital Chronicle

Report says relocating a casino license to the capital could generate $500 million in annual
gambling revenue — but horse racing could take a hit.
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Indiana Supreme Court considers how far COVID-19
legal immunity laws extend

Brandon Smith

A man hospitalized for COVID-19 a few years ago developed a bed sore and later died. His
family wants to sue his health care providers for medical malpractice — but the providers say
COVID legal immunity laws shield them from being sued.

WFYI 90.1 FM
BBC World Service


https://www.wfyi.org/statewide
https://www.wfyi.org/public-affairs/2025-09-25/indiana-supreme-court-considers-how-far-covid-19-legal-immunity-laws-extend
https://www.wfyi.org/public-affairs/2025-09-25/indiana-supreme-court-considers-how-far-covid-19-legal-immunity-laws-extend
https://www.wfyi.org/people/brandon-smith
https://www.wfyi.org/public-affairs/2025-09-25/indiana-supreme-court-considers-how-far-covid-19-legal-immunity-laws-extend

Health

"You can no longer go to the federal government.’
Former Surgeon General Adams on COVID vaccine
guidance

Benjamin Thorp

There is growing confusion about who should - and can - get a vaccine for COVID-19 as
advice from the federal government conflicts with that of some health experts. Former
Surgeon General Jerome Adams worked in the first Trump administration when the COVID
vaccine was being developed.
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