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o No. 529: Establishing the Massachusetts Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission

o No. 530: Establishing a commission for the reform of community, social service ...

o No. 531: Consolidating Executive Department large scale print, copy and mail op...

o No. 532: Enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of the Executive Department...

o No. 533: Enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of Executive Department pro...
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o No. 534: Providing coordinated emergency intervention for youth-at-risk

o No. 535: Establishing the Public Market Commission

o No. 536: Establishing the Chapter 257 of the Acts of 2008 Provider and Consumer...

o No. 537: Strengthening the level of partnership and collaboration between state...

o No. 538: Re-establishing a Governor's Advisory Council on Veterans' Services
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o No. 539: Establishing a commission for public housing sustainability and reform

o No. 540: Improving the performance of state government by implementing a compre...

o No. 541: Establishing the Commonwealth's Military Asset and Security Strategy T...

o No. 542: Establishing the Governor's Council for Innovation

o No. 543: Implementing integrated facilities management in the Commonwealth
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o No. 544: Motor vehicle traffic ban

o No. 545: Rescinding travel ban
o No. 546: Establishing the Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Business Enterprise Pr...

o No. 547: Renaming of the Massachusetts Military Reservation to Joint Base Cape ...

o No. 548: Establishing a Cross-Secretariat Task Force on School Safety and Secur...
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o No. 549: Enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of the Executive Department...

o No. 550: Establishing a Task Force on Successful Women in the Workplace

o No. 551: Establishing a Commission to Study Compensation of Assistant District ...

o No. 552: Executive Order on environmental justice
o No. 553: Establishing the Massachusetts Percent for Art Program and the Public ...

e | Governor Charlie Baker, 2015-
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o No. 554: Creating the Community Compact Cabinet
o No. 555: Ensuring Public Safety by Imposing a Temporary Ban on Motor Vehicle Tr...

o No. 556: Partial Rescission of the Temporary Ban on Motor Vehicle Travel

o No. 557: Final Recession of the Temporary Ban on Motor Vehicle Travel

o No. 558: Reconstituting the Judicial Nominating Commission and Establishing a C...
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o No. 559: Establishing the Office of Access and Opportunity with the Office of t...

o No. 560: Creating the Workforce Skills Cabinet
o No. 561: Establishing a State Task Force on Economic Opportunity for Population...

o No. 562: To Reduce Unnecessary Regulatory Burden

o No. 563: Re-Launching the Governor's Council to Address Sexual Assault and Dome...

o No. 564: Establishing the Seaport Economic Council
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o No. 565: Reaffirming and Expanding the Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Program

o No. 566: Order constituting the Supreme Judicial Court Nominating Commission

o No. 567: To ensure proper review of the regulation of professional licensing by...

o No. 568: Establishing a zero tolerance policy for human trafficking and related...

o No. 569: Establishing an Integrated Climate Change Strategy for the Commonwealth
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o No. 570: Reaffirming and Expanding the Plymouth, Massachusetts 400th Anniversar...

o No. 571: Rescinding Executive Order No. 455
o No. 572: To Promote the Testing and Deployment of Highly Automated Driving Tech...

o No. 573: Reaffirming and Restructuring the Governor's Advisory Council on Veter...

o No. 574: Establishing the Massachusetts Digital Healthcare Council
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o No. 591: Declaration of a State of Emergency to Respond to COVID-19

Executive Order

Executive Order No. 591: Declaration of a State of
Emergency to Respond to COVID-19

Date: 03/10/2020

Issuer: Governor Charlie Baker
Mass Register: No. 591
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WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization designated the 2019 novel Coronavirus
outbreak as a Public Health Emergency of International Concern;
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WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, United States Health and Human Services Secretary Alex M. Azar II declared
a public health emergency for the entire United States to aid the nation’s healthcare community in responding to
the 2019 novel Coronavirus (“COVID-197);

WHEREAS, the disease caused by the 2019 novel Coronavirus is a contagious, and at times fatal, respiratory
disease;

WHEREAS, symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, and shortness of breath, and the disease can spread
from person to person via respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes;

WHEREAS, as of March 10, 2020, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), there
are more than 114,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19 worldwide, and over 4,000 of those cases have resulted in
death;

WHEREAS, as of March 10, 2020, according to the CDC, there are more than 600 confirmed cases of COVID-
19 in the United States, and 25 of those cases have resulted in death;

WHEREAS, as of March 10, 2020, there are 91 presumed positive cases of COVID-19 in the Commonwealth;

WHEREAS, both travel-related cases and community contact transmission of COVID-19 have been detected in
the Commonwealth and such transmission is expected to continue;

WHEREAS, the Massachusetts Department of Public Health has instituted a Public Health Incident
Management Team to manage the public health aspects of the incident;

WHEREAS, the worldwide outbreak of COVID-19 and the effects of its extreme risk of person-to-person
transmission throughout the United States and the Commonwealth significantly affect the life and health of our
people, as well as the economy, and is a disaster that impacts the health, security, and safety of the public;

WHEREAS, it is critical to take additional steps to prepare for, respond to, and mitigate the spread of COVID-
19 to protect the health and welfare of the people of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, declaring a state of emergency will facilitate and expedite the use of Commonwealth resources and
deployment of federal and interstate resources to protect persons from the impacts of the spread of COVID-19;

NOW THEREFORE, I, Charles D. Baker, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, pursuant to the
powers provided by Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950 and Section 2A of Chapter 17 of the General Laws, do

hereby issue this proclamation that there now exists in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts a STATE OF
EMERGENCY.

Pursuant to the powers granted to the Governor in Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, and 8A of Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950,
as amended, and other provisions of law, I shall from time to time issue recommendations, directives, and orders
as circumstances may require.

This proclamation of a STATE OF EMERGENCY is effective immediately and shall remain in effect until notice
is given, pursuant to my judgment, that the STATE OF EMERGENCY no longer exists.

Given in Boston on 3:20 PM this 10t day of March two thousand and twenty.
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