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AMENDED EMERGENCY LOCAL HEALTH RULE RELATING TO COVID-19
EHR-2020-001-B
ESTABLISHMENT RESTRICTIONS

WHEREAS, President Donald Trump declared a nationwide emergency related to COVID-19 on
March 13, 2020 via presidential proclamation;

WHEREAS, Montana Governor Steve Bullock declared a state of emergency in Montana due to
the global outbreak of COVID-19 through Executive Orders 2-2020 and 3-2020;

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020, the Gallatin County Board of County Commissioners
proclaimed a state of emergency in Gallatin County, Montana due to the COVID-19 pandemic;

WHEREAS, also on March 18, 2020, the Gallatin City-County Board of Health (Board) adopted
Emergency Health Rule (EHR) 2020-001 requiring certain business establishments in Gallatin
County to be closed to the public through April 3, 2020 at 8:00 a.m., pending further notification,
due to the Novel Coronavirus pandemic;

WHEREAS, Governor Bullock issued a directive on March 20, 2020, requiring the closure of
certain business establishments throughout the State of Montana, and such directive applied to
additional types of business establishments not included within the scope of EHR 2020-001;

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2020, Governor Bullock issued a second directive extending the
closure of the business establishments identified in his March 20™ directive through April 10,

2020;

WHEREAS, on March 26, 2020, the Board amended EHR 2020-001 by expanding the types of
business establishments required to be closed to the public due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
consistent with Governor Bullock’s directives, and extended the closure of such establishments

until April 17,2020 at 8:00 a.m.;

WHEREAS, on April 7, 2020, Governor Bullock issued a directive extending the restrictions in
the March 24, 2020 directive through April 24, 2020;

WHEREAS, on April 15, 2020, the Board amended EHR 2020-001, consistent with Governor
Bullock’s April 7, 2020 directive, by extending the closure of the business establishments

identified in the emergency health rule through April 24, 2020;

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to extend EHR 2020-001 through April 30, 2020, in order to
protect the public from the spread of communicable disease and to provide time to plan and
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prepare an orderly and phased re-opening of certain businesses in a manner that will reduce risk

of disease resurgence and large-scale impact on health care services that would imperil public
health;

WHEREAS, the extension to EHR 2020-001 also will allow state and local public health
officials and health care providers to meet federal standards for re-opening provided by the
White House Guidelines for Opening Up America, which includes the need for adequate
capacity for COVID-19 testing and case investigations in the event of disease resurgence as re-
opening OCCurs;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 50-2-116(1)(g), Montana Code Annotated (MCA), the Gallatin
City-County Board of Health has the duty to “protect the public from the introduction and spread
of communicable disease or other conditions of public health importance, including through
actions to ensure the removal of filth or other contaminants that might cause disease or adversely
affect public health”;

WHEREAS, Section 50-1-101(2), MCA, defines a “condition of public health importance” as “a
disease, injury, or other condition that is identifiable on an individual or community level and
that can reasonably be expected to lead to adverse health effects in the community;”

WHEREAS, Section 50-2-116(2)(c)(i), MCA, provides that a local board of health may adopt
regulations that do not conflict with Section 50-50-126, MCA, or rules adopted by the Montana
Department of Public Health and Human Services;

WHEREAS, under Chapter 1, Section 5 of the Gallatin City-County Health Code, the Board may
adopt an Emergency Local Health Rule when it finds the rule: (1) “must be adopted to deal with
an emergency situation affecting the public, health, safety, or welfare;” (2) “the emergency
cannot be averted or remedied by any other administrative act;” and (3) at least two-thirds of the
Board votes to approve the rule;

WHEREAS, per Section 50-2-116, MCA, COVID-19 is a condition of public health importance,
and the public must be protected from the introduction and spread of the communicable disease;

WHEREAS, as of April 20, 2020, at 10:00 a.m., there are 433 confirmed cases of COVID-19
and 10 deaths in the State of Montana;

WHEREAS, as of April 20, 2020, at 10:00 a.m., there are 143 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in
Gallatin County;

WHEREAS, case counts of COVID-19 can surge exponentially in a short span of time and
increased contact between individuals within the community will increase the risks for such
surges;

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the Board act in harmony with the State of Montana and the
Governor’s directives to utilize all tools to prevent and delay the spread of COVID-19 in Gallatin
County;

EHR 2020-001-B
20f3



WHEREAS, the requirements of this Rule are reasonable and necessary to address public health
needs, specifically to maintain health and to control and prevent the spread of a contagious and
infectious disease throughout Gallatin County due to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, for the foregoing reasons, the Board finds, pursuant to Chapter 1, Section 5 of the
Gallatin City-County Health Code, that this Emergency Local Health Rule must be adopted to
deal with an emergency situation affecting the public health, safety, or welfare, and this
emergency cannot be averted or remedied by any other administrative act.

NOVW, THEREFORE, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, Emergency Local Health Rule
2020-001 (as amended March 26, 2020) is amended as follows:

1. EHR 2020-001 and all of its terms are extended until midnight on Saturday, April 25,
2020.

2. This Rule supersedes and replaces Section 1 of EHR 2020-001-A, which extended EHR
2020-001 through April 24, 2020.

3. All other provisions of EHR 2020-001 and EHR 2020-001-A not amended hereby remain
in full force and effect.
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Becky Franks
Gallatin City-County Board of Health Chair
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Eric Semerad, Clerk & Recorder
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