The Wayback Machine - https://web.archive.org/web/20201111212301/https://www.lexingtonky.gov/news/11-10-2020/mayor-waives-local-liquor-...

Coronavirus - COVID -19 - response

For the latest information on Coronavirus — COVID-19 in Lexington, visit the response page.

Public notices  Traffic updates LEXserv LexTV  LexCall 311

"W LEXINGTON QL

Home / News / Mayor waives local liquor license renewal fees

&2

Mayor waives local liquor license renewal fees
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 2020 Share

By Susan Straub

Mayor Linda Gorton today waived 2020 liquor license renewal fees for bars, restaurants and several other facilities. The waiver
applies to businesses shut down by Governor Andy Beshear’s orders as “non-essential,” or those required to operate under limited
capacity because of COVID-19.

“The pandemic has hit these businesses really hard,” Gorton said. “They need all the help they can get.”

Over the summer, Gorton worked to cushion the blow on many of these same businesses operating under limited capacity by finding
ways to allow them to expand seating on sidewalks and parking lots. “It will be harder for them to use outdoor tables in cold weather,
the Mayor said.

The City also invested $2.5 million in grants to small businesses, including several bars and restaurants, to help with COVID
expenses.

The state Alcoholic Beverage Control Board has already waived the state license renewal fees for these businesses. By executive
order, Gorton is waiving the local fees.

Any business that has already paid its fees for 2020 will have fees waived for 2021.

The fees range in cost, depending upon the type and size of the business. The impact on the city budget is estimated at $750,000,
spread out over two budget cycles.

“Job losses would have a bigger, longer-lasting impact on our budget,” Gorton said. “Our bars and restaurants are an important part
of our economy. Lexington’s restaurant scene has a national reputation. We need to do what we can to support it.”

The nation’s hospitality industry has been particularly hard hit by the pandemic. That'’s also true for Lexington.

The waiver applies to those who hold a Brewer’s License; Caterer’s License; Extended Hours Supplemental License; Limited
Restaurant License; Microbrewery License; NQ1 Retail Drink License — convention centers, racetracks, state parks, etc.; NQ2 Retail
Drink License — restaurants, hotel restaurants/bars, airport restaurants, etc.; NQ3 Retail Drink License — private clubs, bed and
breakfasts, etc.; NQ4 Malt Beverage Drink License — supplemental for small farm wineries, breweries, etc.; Qualified Historic Site
License; Quota Retail Drink License (bars); Special Sunday Retail Drink License; Supplemental Bar License; and Entertainment
Destination Center License.
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it goes virtual

This event will take place over three days, and cover topics on public works and infrastructure, the Mayor’s Commission for
Racial Justice & Equality, and COVID-19 in Fayette County.

Continue Reading

porarily closed for paving

Avenue of Champions will be closed from Rose St. to S. Limestone from 7 a.m., Thursday, Nov. 12 to 7 a.m., Monday, Nov. 16.

Continue Reading

The Red Mile will host the Mayor’s Mobile Neighborhood Testing Program for free COVID-19 tests for the next two weeks.

Continue Reading
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