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Tempe requires face coverings in
public places
Safety measure applies at grocery and retail stores, restaurants and
bars, transit, hotels

Tempe, AZ – Tempe Mayor Mark Mitchell has today issued an emergency
proclamation to require that all individuals within the City of Tempe, with limited
exceptions, wear face coverings in public settings to protect themselves and
others from contracting COVID-19.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), along with state and
county health authorities, continue to recommend physical distancing and
wearing face coverings as significant ways to reduce the risk of contracting the
coronavirus. Based on rising case numbers in Arizona, Governor Doug Ducey
issued an Executive Order yesterday permitting cities and towns to choose to
enact face covering requirements.

“We all have an easy opportunity to care for each other and reduce the number
of contracted cases of COVID – it’s as simple as maintaining physical distance
and covering your mouth and nose,” Mitchell said. “I am thankful to the
Governor for allowing cities and towns like ours to do what we believe is best
for our communities based on local conditions. Since the Governor’s order
yesterday, hundreds of Tempe residents have expressed their support for this
action.”

Face coverings have been required at the city facilities that reopened June 15,
including the Tempe Public Library, three multigenerational centers, the
Household Products Collection Center and compost yard. They will continue to
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be required at those city facilities and others that reopen in the near future.

Effective today and until further notice, today’s proclamation applies to places
of public accommodation, as defined in the proclamation. That includes
employees and patrons at pharmacies, hotels, grocery stores, restaurants and
bars (except while dining), gyms and similar facilities, retail stores, special
events, transit and more. It does not apply as a mandate to religious
organizations. Other exceptions include those exercising outdoors while
distancing, for children under 6 years old and for those with certain medical
conditions. When a person is working in their personal or employer’s
workspace, masks are not required so long as others are not present and the
public does not regularly visit the space. Public safety employees and field
employees engaged in essential functions are not required to wear face
coverings if doing so would interfere with their ability to carry out their duties.
Face coverings will not be required for those swimming at city pools when they
reopen starting June 20.

Education will be the first approach for any individual not wearing a mask, prior
to undertaking any enforcement such as a citation. As a service to Tempe
businesses and other organizations, the city is offering downloadable files for
creating posters for display to customers. Visit tempe.gov/coronavirus to find
pre-designed options under the “For Business” button.

Since quality face coverings are simple to improvise with materials like T-shirts
and scarves, and because local supplies of personal protective equipment
(PPEs) are still limited, the city is not widely providing surgical masks. If a
patron arrives at a reopened city location without a face covering, a surgical
mask may be made available in order to allow entry, if supplies allow.

In March, the Tempe City Council approved an ordinance declaring an
extraordinary local emergency citywide, in response to the coronavirus global
pandemic and the emergency declarations of the state and federal
governments.

This type of action is authorized in the Tempe City Charter. Under the Charter,
the Mayor has the authority to enact necessary emergency response measures
via proclamation during the duration of an emergency. The Mayor has issued
various coronavirus-related proclamations since then. Failure to comply with an
emergency proclamation is a misdemeanor under Section 1.04 of the Tempe
City Charter.
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For questions on the proclamation, call Tempe 311 at 480-350-4311 on
weekdays from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. (except for June 19, which is a city holiday). At
other times, call the Tempe Police non-emergency line at 480-350-8311.

Click either above image to read full proclamation text. 

Media contact: Nikki Ripley, City of Tempe, 480-313-8850

About the City of Tempe
Tempe makes waves as a technology and business magnet, an inclusive,
caring community and a hub for recreation and adventure. Visit us.
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