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Wear a mask while riding Valley Metro
April 14, 2021
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It's April of 2021, and I cannot wait to take this mask off. We've all been dealing with this pandemic for more
than a year now. Medical officials say facial coverings are a critical measure people can take to help stop the
spread of COVID-19, and we've all had to get used to them as a fact of life. We may dress them up as a fashion
statement, but still, all in all, I think we're all looking forward to the day when we can leave the masks behind
and get back to pre-2020 normal. However, now is not that time, and if you're looking to ride Valley Metro,
facial coverings are still mandatory.

It's been a year since I wrote a blog outlining Valley Metro's initial response to coronavirus. I noted that the
national death toll at that time was more than 7,000. The fact that it's now estimated to be more than half a
million is almost unbelievable.

We've come a long way since then. Quick action by the scientific research community has yielded multiple
vaccines. I'm sure many Valley Metro employees including myself consider themselves lucky to have received a
shot at a recent vaccination event.

Last year, Valley Metro’s Boards of Directors declared that facial coverings were to be required on all Valley
Metro transit services beginning on July 1st, 2020. Despite the vaccinations and the governor's recent relaxation
of COVID-19 protective measures    Valley Metro is still required to comply with the guidelines laid out by
federal authorities including the CDC and the U.S. Department of Transportation. Last month, the DOT
announced the "Mask Up" campaign. It's a measure to urge transit workers and travelers to wear a mask while
traveling. According to U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, wearing a mask protects the safety of
transportation workers, your fellow passengers and yourself.

Again, I fully understand why people may be tired of wearing masks. It feels like we've come such a long way.
However, whether you're boarding a bus, using our Dial-A-Ride and paratransit services or getting on a light rail
train, please remember to wear a facial covering. Hopefully, we'll soon get to the point where they won't be
necessary.

Go to this page for the latest information on Valley Metro’s policies regarding COVID-19.

https://www.valleymetro.org/blog/operations-service/2020/04/valley-metro-remains-devoted-its-mission
https://www.valleymetro.org/covid-19


Alex Tsotsos
Rail Operations Communications Specialist
Writer, editor, musician, gamer, and former news professional. Frequently seen at Phoenix Rising matches and
jogging around Gainey Ranch. May throw things in the presence of typos.
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 Accessibility

Civil Rights Protections

Valley Metro is committed to operating its programs and services without regard to disability, race, color or
national origin, and encourage diversity on our committees and advisory boards, in accordance with applicable
federal statutes:

Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act | ADA Public Notice/Policy Statement | ADA Complaint Process

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act | Title VI Public Notice/Policy Statement | Title VI Complaint Process
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