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These measures are being taken to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and protect hospital capacity.

In an effort to reduce the further spread of COVID-19 after the holidays and its impact on Boston's health care

system and essential services, Mayor Martin J. Walsh today announced the City of Boston will remain in a

modified Phase Two, Step Two of the Reopening Massachusetts (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?

f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0sBEx3XJaJFbWAYF9fchJiliPQoqiygH3odMFd-

PcpVzJM8bM0R5uX_xf9v888DhrChPnHsp0Ni5xaW_d-uNzjWpZlzykVp-cT0qOkAXq-

1nQTOqKgzVVoeKykqzwxtNlCAWY_wbmXW4DR54aiDcbFl9tGExhEsnG6rPzjGS3egi&c=h-

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) plan for at least three more weeks. The current state

of reopening in Boston includes restrictions announced by both the City and State in mid-December and can be

found on our reopening website (https://www.boston.gov/health-and-human-services/covid-19-

reopening-city-boston).

"We are in one of the most serious points of the COVID-19 pandemic so far. Our case numbers are concerning

and our hospital numbers continue to be higher than we'd like," said Mayor Walsh. "Consistent with our cautious

approach since the beginning of this crisis, we are extending this pause in reopening for at least another three

weeks. This is not about targeting specific sectors as the cause of viral spread, but an effort to reduce overall

activity happening outside people's homes. I urge everyone to do their part so that we can slow the spread of

COVID-19 and eventually lift these restrictions." 

COVID-19 INFORMATION

Boston is returning to a modified Phase 2, Step 2 beginning December 16. For the latest updates, please visit

our coronavirus (COVID-19) website:

COVID-19 INFORMATION (HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/NEWS/CORONAVIRUS-DISEASE-COVID-19-

BOSTON)
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The City of Boston had been in Step One of Phase Three of the Reopening Massachusetts plan since July 6 before

returning to a modified Step Two of Phase Two on December 16, 2020. Boston has been experiencing a steady

increase in COVID-19 cases among its residents since Thanksgiving, with the citywide positive test rate at 8.8

percent for the week ending on December 30, 2020, up from 6.5 percent for the prior week. The percentage of

occupied adult non-surge ICU beds at Boston hospitals is at 93 percent as of January 3, 2021. 

Consistent with City and State guidance, gathering limits remain at 10 people for indoor settings and 25 people

for outdoor settings for both private and public spaces. Read the Boston Public Health Commission's "Order

Establishing Supplemental COVID-19 Restrictions in the City of Boston

(https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2020/12/BPHC%20Supplemental%20COVID-

19%20Restrictions%20Order%2012%2014%202020_0.pdf)."

The following industries in the City of Boston are required to remain closed for at least three weeks (January 27,

2021): 

Indoor fitness centers and health clubs, including gyms using alternative spaces. One-on-one personal

training sessions are allowed.

Movie theaters

Museums

Aquariums

Indoor recreational and athletic facilities (except for youth 18 and under)

This does not apply to collegiate or professional sports. 

Indoor pools may remain open for all ages under pre-registration format structure limited to one person

per swim lane. 

Indoor recreational venues with potential for low-contact (batting cages, driving ranges, bowling alleys, rock-

climbing) 

Sightseeing and other organized tours (bus tours, duck tours, harbor cruises, whale watching)

Indoor historical spaces & sites 

Indoor event spaces (meeting rooms, ballrooms, private party rooms, social clubs)

Private social clubs may continue to operate, if they serve food,  consistent with restaurant guidance.

(http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0ptHj58HWsEFBrQo99mA-7F2sodbD2WRg-3uNRS6BgAutpA8yYO-

ff-

Do0yfdzKVgq9Wd7QeCv8THxs8v9qjo6xFY586b5Hhj_aDpyLhs2LU3MA8SbEWCAxui9RGnD8RWwjfJQCP2hdcPvk
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uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==)

Indoor and outdoor gaming arcades associated with gaming devices

The following industries in the City of Boston are allowed to remain open with the following restrictions in

place for at least three weeks (January 27, 2021): 

Indoor dining in restaurants may remain in operation with restricted bar seating. The 90 minute limit on

seatings to reduce crowding and prevent the spread of COVID-19 will be strictly enforced. No member of any

dining party may remain in a restaurant for more than 90 minutes in any calendar day. Ancillary activities such

as pool tables, darts, trivia, etc. are prohibited. 

Bar seating is prohibited unless express written approval is issued by Boston's Licensing Board, after

licensees submit a Bar Seating Plan  (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?

f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0miL2IhAPaO6GPK5HG0iyBbyfd00iEFbxpm1it5yuRuMtlgOhKQ3eJwE6aTvw5PZcf9aq

wGGpNOSQdFOvqhvnZktm2N-LjLi1r2nPw_k&c=h-

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==)for review and approval.

Indoor non-athletic instructional classes in arts, education & life sciences for persons 18 years and older may

continue to operate within the 10-person capacity limit. 

Outdoor event spaces used for gatherings and celebrations within the 25-person capacity limit, including

those in parks, reservations, and other outdoor spaces not designated in Phase Four.

Outdoor theaters and outdoor performance venues may continue to operate within the 25-person capacity

limit.

Motion picture, television and streaming production may continue to operate. 

Per State guidance in effect since December 26, 2020, the following industries in the City of Boston

are currently allowed to operate with the following restrictions in place:

Office spaces (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0ptHj58HWsEF-

C7Cwt46_cPBgC0uO_zmknIjuPGmO4KvPEKsSQCE55rwb-zRX_mN953BKk1_xQ-

wf6waNATRZ2SK1KNphbS2So4qGvGyvQ8TeHDjX89021DCdrYYJMkjGdDO41TzSJou_ZGhnFdpv1kh9BxXAnYAE3xAQ

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) may remain open at 25 percent capacity.

Employers are strongly encouraged to allow employees to work from home as much as possible. 
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Indoor dining in restaurants may remain in operation at 25 percent of seating capacity (calculated by the

occupancy load as stated on a licensee's certificate of inspection issued under the State Building Code.

Workers and staff are excluded from the occupancy count.)

Close contact personal services may remain open at 25 percent capacity (workers and staff are excluded from

the occupancy count.)

Places of worship may remain open at 25 percent capacity (workers and staff are excluded from the occupancy

count.)

Retail businesses may remain open at 25 percent capacity (workers and staff are excluded from the occupancy

count.)

Golf facilities may remain open at 25 percent capacity (for indoor spaces)

As a reminder, the following State orders remain in effect to reduce the transmission of the virus: 

 Temporary capacity and gathering limits: (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?

f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0ptHj58HWsEFcEy-

dsy8_goKJcG6evb4bIw_3zRe2ECsEqv2ngEj9xGHXq1vA40ppm4uZECXLnNbJQEGDKFGYAdEYvnT7mvJM6voz1ATTX

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) 10 persons indoors and 25 persons outdoors for

both private homes and event venues and public spaces. 

Face coverings order:  (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0vJIN_FpYcxHFFy_VmnMp8JUkHHepUPtDFaiOzpnyk36VgAzKWgTDBTZIjFxcykHYYIH

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==)face masks or cloth face coverings are required in

all public places, whether indoors or outdoors, even where they are able to maintain 6 feet of distance from

others. 

 Travel order: (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0sAVdlwaJbjITjSNzn0YbceK9Kvj-kFGyFVmDakG6idJgEeBsZ8B-

2NpSqmonMJE7xc-ytw8qecQQ9tpM5_5cObKvX0kpMk-TIzQbyHpUXwM3_aD9-SZGWMxp-

SjOWTfT0JkTo6UMk8iUnK74LvmL3nQpsFKvvfp0Q==&c=h-

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) all visitors entering Massachusetts, including

returning residents are required to:

Complete the Massachusetts Travel Form (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?

f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0sAVdlwaJbjIbsLtyOmGPCOh2BBtFjF9vY8XBaRC_fHYm8pri5_RQQ-

EwHk0Pb3XND3z0Q2JISDB30y-pxlWBtNrrX71j0sBuyD1EVweZemwAMurRiRIzWZj1W6mmEGwV-

nQYMv1lG5I-GHCBFXtJtMsb0XhANwc4w==&c=h-

TRANSLATE

MENU
(/)

CONTACT US

Have a question, or just need help? You can send an email through the form below.

FULL NAME

EMAIL ADDRESS

SUBJECT

MESSAGE

×
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uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) prior to arrival, unless visiting from a lower-

risk state (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0miL2IhAPaO6M3zidpSQONPSLV9swingLnRVLfzNGIE57N3UXLNBFAE3KJ0ILkQj6bd

wHFX175WJDK3OQ9czozcMCGq0HmlTD8drIL08Xia-

h7EMvAIApUyvSvsoCkBQ_Sik3TJvWVQaXqrvz_dwx-

7nNqmCyiPvtuAFFNSJC7gtJbOFgcR_lIm4xwraZa-6A==&c=h-

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) designated by the Department of Public

Health.

Quarantine for 10 days or produce a negative COVID-19 test result that has been administered up to 72-

hours prior to arrival in Massachusetts.

 Stay-at-Home Advisory: (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0miL2IhAPaO6iyvi_a2g3eRbGF0vWMzT_KrJPs8kyb25Nf-

MrI5AgTOLCuCGVgbMKEeT00JF-liKx6k5-jxMCiVG_E2-

D1J3NGNIk7Plo70fnEuH0fO00yZCLeiG2O4veAKOXV4Pfeu4-ghk_tEMo7U=&c=h-

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) residents of Massachusetts are advised to stay

home between the hours of 10 p.m. and 5 a.m.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of Boston has been steadfast in its commitment to supporting the

small business community. To date, the Office of Economic Development has issued more than $13.3M in direct

grants to 3,915 businesses in Boston. The Reopen Boston Fund, (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?

f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0ptHj58HWsEF4lAnobTacGenr4epiBu4YpVfSbmVhGTQajNr_sdsX0TvoNwK_BjZVVHw_14

s8bO1We1XsL_BMU2tYCluWu06L59NAcP-HTV4Y=&c=h-

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) still accepting applications, can help with the

expenses of safely opening and operating businesses. Of the $13.3M, nearly $6.7 million in debt-free grants have

been distributed to over 1,850 small businesses in every neighborhood across the City of Boston through the

Office of Economic Development's  Small Business Relief Fund. (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?

f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0vTFAsV_onGr5p9cIaHSXc46BtpDBEI-

GT2UFzSu1kNTWWUmjiR51pyfcb5_G_v6zyL9daO9mG6AAuurvJJrOe-

45GU7IrPd2QISsUG6sKbRpPQ1jr90Hg-zSLJcNF2IprBVqiSsh-

XQw0YM3caMP4nsfQCPFFLoGJeUyk0eMxsf_eR7u0OZgJtktqOfQfsC7H6D_kraDby2&c=h-

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) Of the Funds announced last month, the City has

distributed $4M to 346 businesses through commercial rent relief, supporting certified women, minority, and

veteran owned small businesses, and restaurant relief. And to further assist the City's small businesses, the City
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of Boston has created a list of suppliers (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?

f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0kIsu1ukSUfcFLUrFJodcFygHYPmc4j3utANvlDL9YpgTjgOqvG5uo_voVKegiiYFRrbczyeRCu

3QOBPtlant5FXh59bn4A-sTbFDaP5M4W0wwfGHR67-PFTa8NdmvkDYg-

F3DtSkpi1jsXr0J9fSXh9kzfmwfVgri4otbQA_8x2kfW0=&c=h-

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) to help businesses source the personal protective

equipment (PPE) and cleaning supplies required to ensure the safety of employees and customers as industries

reopen. 

To better support arts organizations facing financial losses, canceled programming, and closures caused by

COVID-19, the City of Boston established a $1 million Arts and Culture COVID-19 Fund, which awarded grants to

146 small and mid-sized arts and culture nonprofits to adapt their programs, spaces, and operating models.

Throughout the COVID-19 public health emergency, the City of Boston in partnership with Boston Center for the

Arts (BCA) have also awarded grants totaling over $330,000 to over 600 artists as part of the Boston Artist Relief

Fund, which was established to support artists whose creative practices and incomes were adversely impacted by

the pandemic.

For more information about Boston's reopening, please visit our reopening website

(https://www.boston.gov/health-and-human-services/covid-19-reopening-city-boston). For

additional questions or programs, please visit our coronavirus website (http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?

f=001NqboIaPWVhZrAXlGqYwRLkQLB8-6-

8VrpiqEJF565Z9x6CtBQUmf0m6AS7euYPskldAM8cSiLh9EWr6ip0UB6VCAYdTxJINLuwD1pvBmW3Ck0-

AlH3ChGaTdJ6brxmPORPD2Ryn-

wRgs4YGkCadmXJSSLqmqDWH9xob44NfAqeDWUeuZ5qfp6x1wV8Wtt0uaVTChcj36JeAH_GIPTQkm-

DxpHODzBcD4&c=h-

uFMIqnbDuPi5nnCeeMOMa1z3HOUl_XgdPqZeZbOSy7ScrsP3J27A==&ch=oBNBViu92s-

S5uXi3RJIf9PL2l3lBSxCNi-wdgELUsAPepo4QJpF8A==) or call 3-1-1, Boston's 24-hour constituent hotline.

Text BOSCOVID to 888-777 to receive text alerts on a regular basis, available in 11 languages.

PRIVACY POLICY (/DEPARTMENTS/INNOVATION-AND-TECHNOLOGY/TERMS-USE-AND-PRIVACY-POLICY)

CONTACT US (/DEPARTMENTS/MAYORS-OFFICE/CONTACT-BOSTON-CITY-HALL)

ALERTS AND NOTIFICATIONS (/DEPARTMENTS/EMERGENCY-MANAGEMENT/CITY-BOSTON-ALERTS-AND-

NOTIFICATIONS)

PUBLIC RECORDS REQUESTS

(HTTPS://BOSTONMA.GOVQA.US/WEBAPP/_RS/(S(DEN310HNRPQZ2RZH5LGBGSBY))/SUPPORTHOME.ASP
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CONTACT US

Have a question, or just need help? You can send an email through the form below.
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