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LINCOLN, Neb. (KLKN) — The mask mandate is no more.

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD) has decided to let the mandate expire Friday, May 21 after the COVID-19
Risk Dial drops to ‘green, almost exactly 11 months since the mandate was first implemented.

“This wasn’t something we just decided in the last few days,” commented Health Director Pat Lopez. “We don’t want to go backward,
but we want to go forward and |, | feel really compelled to the community- we told them what it was going to take to get us in ‘green’
and what it was going to take to remove the mask mandate and | want to honor that, and that's where we are due to the
communities hard work.”

The massive move comes only two days after the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html) (CDC) significantly relaxed restrictions on fully vaccinated individuals; a decision that has
sparked controversy across the nation.

Lopez says their decision was not influenced by the CDC, as they were already moving towards lifting the mandate. However, Lopez
says LLCHD will continue to monitor COVID-19 cases and if they again begin to spike, reimplementing the mask mandate is not out of
the question.

MORE: Fully vaccinated can drop the masks, skip social distancing (https://www.klkntv.com/fully-vaccinated-americans-

can-return-to-life-without-masks-cdc-says/)

Although masks will no longer be mandated, Lopez says they are still recommended for those who aren’t fully vaccinated and/or
employees that are required to work closely with several people (i.e. barbers, hair salons, body art facilities, cosmetologist,
estheticians, and massage therapists).

Local businesses can still choose to keep masking as a work requirement.

“It is important to understand that businesses, as always, have the right to impose their own restrictions,” explained City Attorney
Yohance Christie. “This includes requiring their patrons or employees to wear face coverings. If someone does not comply with these
restrictions they could be denied service or they could be asked to leave the business. Someone is asked to leave the business and
they refuse, there could be other criminal charges penalties, such as trespass, as an example.”

Now in the ‘green’, Lancaster County’s overall Direct Health Measures (DHM) have also eased up.

e You are no longer required to wear a mask or maintain social distancing, except where it is required by federal, state, local,
tribal, or territorial laws. Businesses are also able to individually enforce mask-wearing on their property.

e Face coverings should be worn when under quarantine or if an individual is symptomatic.
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If you experience flu or COVID-like symptoms, you are still encouraged to stay home.

COVID-19 surface disinfection techniques should still be maintained.

High-risk persons should continue social distancing and masking around others. Otherwise, they can resume their normal
routine.

Follow CDC travel guidelines.

o When traveling within the U.S. you no longer need to get tested or self-quarantine before or after your travels.
o You should still get tested three to five days after traveling internationally.

o You no longer need to self-quarantine after having contact with someone positive for COVID-19, unless you begin to display

SYITPLUITTS.
Our website uses Cookies for a premium user experience and statistics tracking. To learn more, please visit our Privacy Policy.
o Persons who live or work in a corregitanal/onintentienatfacibiy erirametess shelter should still get tested after having

contact with someone positive for COVID-19 regardless of symptoms.

MORE: Hy-Vee no longer requiring masks for fully vaccinated people (https://www.klkntv.com/hy-vee-no-longer-

requiring-masks-for-fully-vaccinated-people/)

The new Direct Health Measures (DHM) will be in place until ...

COVID Green: Low Risk of COVID-19 Spread

General Public Outside the Home — Work, Social, in Public At Home
Physical Distancing  |* Mo distancing, resumption of normal work and community life = Mo distancing for people without symptoms,
= Follow CDC Traval Guicslings ur'ass thay are undar quaranting as a resultof

baing exposed to someane who is infected
= (Quaranting and testing of symptomatic parsons

Faca Masks = Mo face masks for healthy people = Noface masks for people without symptoms,
UMESE TNy ara unctar qLil_-'I:.-lﬂ as a result of
baing axposed to someans who is infected

»  Face masks for symptomatic people

Hand Washing =  Freguenty wash hands for at keast 20 seconds, especially after touching high contact =  Freguantly wash hands for ot least 20 seconds,
surfaces, smeszing/covghingmouching face, or beforz eating especial by after towching high comtact swrfacas,
#  Usg hand sanitizer when handwashing is inaccessible or infezsible snaeringcoughing touching face, or before
sating
Wngsz Monitaring = [Ifill with Flulike or COVID-like symptoms, Stay at Home =  Beaware of COVID-like symptoms
= Minimize contact with symptomatic people = Contact medical care providar if you have

COVID-like symptoms

Disinfecting * Inoressed awareness of germ transmission throwgh high contact surfaces »  |ncreased awarenass of germ transmizsion
=  Incorparstion of COVID-19 disinfection practices for high touch surfaces through high contact surfaces
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bathiroom fxcturas)
At-Risk or For older adults, people with underlying health conditions, and other populations at heightened risk from COVID-19
Vulnerable + You do not have to stay home at all times but should continue physical distancing when possible in public settings.
Population Cautious expansion of interactions with others, reengage in small social settings, cutdoor activities preferred

L]
+ Avoid large group settings and events with many people
* Wear a face mask around others

Rewised October 2020

Upcoming public mass vaccination clinics include:

e Monday, May 17, Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, 31st and “O” streets - first and second doses

e Tuesday, May 18, “F” Street Community Center, 1225 “F” Street - first and second doses; and Gateway Mall - first-dose drive-
through clinic north of the garages of the former Sears store

e Wednesday, May 19, Gateway Mall - second-dose drive-through clinic north of the garages of the former Sears store
e Thursday, May 20, Pinnacle Bank Arena - first and second doses
e Friday, May 21, Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department - first and second doses

e Saturday, May 22, Gateway Mall - second dose drive-through clinic north of the garages of the former Sears store
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Download the Channel 8 News app (https://www.klkntv.com/watch/apps/)
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