The New York State Education Department (“SED") Office of the Professions ("“OP”) is alerting everyone to a

vishing scam that has been brought to our attention. Phishing—or “vishing”"—scams impersonate SED employees

or websites attempting to collect licensure and personal information from the licensee. If you receive an inquiry
which you believe to be suspicious do not provide any information. To verify if the inquiry was from OP,
contact us directly. You may report any suspicious communication received to the Federal Trade Commission.
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Advisory Notice: Governor Kathy Hochul has issued Executive Order 4 Declaring a
Statewide Disaster Emergency Due to Healthcare Staffing Shortages in the State of New
York.

In addition, please be advised that The Declarations of the Secretary of the United
States Department of Health and Human Services issued pursuant to the federal
Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness (PREP) Act remain in effect and
continue to provide certain authorizations and exemptions for many professions
and activities related to the ongoing COVID-19 emergency response. These
provisions include permitting an expanded list of professionals to administer
vaccine or to administer COVD-19 testing. Specifically, the United States CDC has
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recently provided clarification that the federal preemption provisions of the PREP
Act authorize "qualified persons" (licensed professionals and others authorized
under the Act) to continue to order and administer covered COVID
countermeasures (testing, vaccination, treatment, issuance of non-patient specific
standing orders, and other response measures) under the Act, despite the ending
of state-level emergency authorizations. This means that the federal Act will
authorize individuals to continue these actions in New York, notwithstanding state
laws that may conflict. Individuals should refer to the DECLARATION,
AMENDMENTS, AND GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS ISSUED BY US HHS for specific
information. For more information on those categories of qualified persons

covered to administer COVID-19 vaccines under the PREP Act Declaration and its
amendments: PREP ACT FACT SHEET: EXPANDING THE COVID-19 VACCINATION
WORKFORCE. Additional information about the PREP Act can be found on OUR
WEBSITE.

Please be advised that the COVID-19 Disaster Emergency declared by former
Governor Andrew Cuomo, pursuant to Executive Order 202 issued on March 7,
2020, and each successor Executive Order to Executive Order 202 have expired as
of June 25, 2021. While the several exceptions and authorizations relevant to the
Title VIII statutes and regulations contained within Executive Order 202 and each
successor Executive Order to Executive Order 202 have now expired, Title VI
professionals should return to compliance with all Title VIII statutory and
regulatory requirements without delay unless specifically suspended or waived
pursuant to Executive Order 4.

The Department is working closely with other New York State agencies and the
Governor's Office relative to issues related to COVID 19. Please continue to
monitor the Department’s website for updated guidance.

Additional information is also available:

e COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions

e Executive Orders

e NYSED's COVID-19 webpage

e NYDOH's COVID-19 webpage
e NYSED's Guidance for NYS Colleges and Universities

Due to the COVID-19 virus and the New York State of Emergency, staff in OP are not readily available to answer all phone calls. We

apologize for the inconvenience. Please use the Contact Us Form to submit licensure and registration related questions to OP. Be

advised that due to the volume of phone calls and emails received, there may be a delay before staff can provide you with an answer.

Please review the OP website for answers to many frequently asked questions. COVID-19 related questions may be sent to NYSED's
COVID-19 mailbox at: COVID19@nysed.gov
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