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WHEREAS, the health and safety of all Idahoans is the greatest priority of our state and its 
leaders; and 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has labeled the 2019 novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) a pandemic that poses a serious public health threat; and 
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WHEREAS, the Secretary of Health and Human Services declared a public health emergency 
for the entire United States to aid the nation in responding to COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, when the.first case ojCOVID-19 was con.frrmed in Idaho, I 
issued a proclamation declaring a state of emergency in the State of Idaho pursuant to Chapter JO, 
Title 46, Idaho Code, due to the occurrence and imminent threat to public health and safety arising 
from the effects ofCOVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, President Trump issued a proclamation on March 13, 2020, declaring a national 
emergency due to the outbreak of COVID-19 in the United States and in order to implement additional 
measures to successfully contain and combat the virus in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, on April 9, 2020, President Trump declared that a major disaster exists in the 
State of Idaho, which allows for additional federal assistance to aid in recovery efforts related to 

COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on May 21, 2021, I declared an emergency in the state of Idaho due to the 
ongoing occurrence and imminent threat to public health and safety arising.from the effects of 
COVID-19. I extended the emergency proclamation on June 18, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, as of July 17, 2021, there have been over 34 million confirmed cases ofCOVID-
19 and approximately 608,000 deaths in the United States and 196,856 confrrmed or probable cases 
ofCOVID-19 and 2,173 deaths in Idaho due to COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 clusters with substantial community spread developed across the 
United States, including in Idaho and neighboring states. In Idaho, cases ofCOVID-19 have been 
reported in all forty-four ( 44) counties and community spread ofCOVID-19 has been confirmed in all 
Idaho counties; and 

WHEREAS, Idaho's case rate and positivity rate are declining, however 25 percent of Idaho 
hospitals are currently reporting stresses on their operations. Currently, 123 people are hospitalized 
with COVID-19 and 40 people are in intensive care. Idaho's rural communities are particularly at 
risk because of limited health care capacity and staff; and 

WHEREAS, the rate ofCOVID-19 cases in Idaho has put a strain on health care workers, 
resulting in staffing shortages across the State. Shortages have resulted.from staff members testing 
positive for the virus or coming into close contact with someone who has COVID-19. Without health 
care workers and support staff. hospitals are not able to utilize their capacity; and 

WHEREAS, the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, other state agencies, and the local 
public health districts are expending resources to treat and track cases ofCOVID-19, supporting 
health care system response, and addressing resource shortages through the use of supplies and 
equipment from the state medical supply stockpile throughout Idaho to reduce transmission and 
illness severity. The costs associated with facilitating the COVID-19 preparedness and response 
effort are expected to be commensurate with the severity of the outbreak; and 

WHEREAS, the Idaho Office of Emergency Management Emergency Operations Center is 
coordinating resources across state government to support the Idaho Department of Health and 
Welfare and local officials in alleviating the impacts to people, property, and irifrastructure, and is 
assessing the magnitude and long-term effects of the incident with the Idaho Department of Health and 
Welfare; and 






