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NEBRASKA NEWS

LPS to require masks for some students
Fa c e  c o v e r i n g s  n o w  re q u i re d  f o r  p re - k  t h ro u g h  s i x t h  g ra d e

August 5, 2021 1:58 pm by Kayla Brown (https://www.klkntv.com/bios/kayla-brown/)

LINCOLN, Neb. (KLKN) – Lincoln Public Schools has made changes to the 2021-22 LPS Safe Return to School Plan.

LPS says the new changes are based on information from the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.

All elementary school students, staff, visitors and volunteers are now required to wear a face-covering despite vaccination status.

Those also required to wear face-coverings include:

All sixth-grade students and sixth-grade staff

Middle school visitors and volunteers

Students and staff in the Individual Success Program, Independence Academy and Life Skills Program

“Students under the age of 12 do not have the option to be vaccinated, and therefore we must implement other measures,” says LPS
Superintendent Steve Joel. “We proved last year with our protocols that requiring face coverings works. Our schools are part of the
wider community, and we must do our part to slow the spread during the recent increase of local positive cases.”
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For students and staff in grades 7-12, and high school visitors and volunteers the face-covering rules from the original
(https://www.klkntv.com/lps-releases-full-return-to-school-plan/) LPS Safe Return to School Plan are still in place.

Prekindergarten through sixth-grade students are now required to wear face-coverings on school buses. This new change also
includes unvaccinated staff, and students in the Individual Success Program, Independence Academy and Life Skills Program.

Bus riders in grades 7-12 have the option to wear face-coverings if they are fully vaccinated, but LPS says it is strongly advised for
unvaccinated students. Students who ride the StarTran buses
(https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/City/Departments/LTU/StarTran/Notices/Facemask) will be required to wear face coverings according to
the City of Lincoln and the U.S. Department of Transportation.

“One of the most important lessons we learned last school year is that our students need to be in school,” Joel says. “That is our
number one priority and we will take whatever measures we can to ensure the majority of our students can stay in school and
continue their learning with little interruption.”

Students and staff that are exposed to COVID-19 while wearing a face-covering will not need to quarantine and will be allowed to
continue in-person learning.

The changes will go into effect on Monday, August 9.
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