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School buildings are closed for first semester, but learning is in session for new
school year

UPPER MARLBORO, Md. — Prince George’s County Public Schools (PGCPS) will
begin the 2020-21 school year on Monday, Aug. 31 with a continuation of 

, part of a district-wide strategic shift towards 1:1 personalized
technology-based instruction. 

Chief Executive Officer Dr. Monica Goldson will start the school day at Cooper Lane
Elementary in Landover Hills with Prince George’s County Teacher of the Year Mary

2020 - 2021 News Releases

communications@pgcps.org

distance
learning

https://www.pgcps.org/
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/communications-and-community-engagement/newsroom/news/newsroom-archives/2020-2021
mailto:communications@pgcps.org
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MzAuMjYzMDM5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wZ2Nwcy5vcmcvcmVvcGVuL2Rpc3RhbmNlLWxlYXJuaW5nLyJ9.B_0cO3FU0y6CktNOFbmHNMWJCDz_kukfxGGWHn2pQfA/s/623275588/br/82986987598-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MzAuMjYzMDM5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wZ2Nwcy5vcmcvcmVvcGVuL2Rpc3RhbmNlLWxlYXJuaW5nLyJ9.B_0cO3FU0y6CktNOFbmHNMWJCDz_kukfxGGWHn2pQfA/s/623275588/br/82986987598-l


Piccirilli. Afterwards, she will visit virtual classes, assist with distributing “grab and
go” meals, and stop by one of nine new  . 

“This school year we are ‘virtually together,’” said Dr. Goldson. “We are embarking on
new territory and I am confident that our students and teachers will face this
challenge head-on. Whether learning at home or in the classroom, our standard
remains the same: high-quality teaching and learning.”

“We thank Dr. Goldson, our teachers and staff for the excellent work they have done
to prepare for the opening of school. We also acknowledge the support that all
segments of the community have given to our children and their families as we
embark on the new school year,” said Dr. Alvin Thornton, Board of Education Chair.
“We will go the extra mile together in all respects with patience, during this altered
learning environment, to ensure that our children's access to excellent education is
maintained." 

By continuing distance learning through the end of second quarter in January,
PGCPS is providing a   amid the COVID-19
pandemic for more than 136,500 students and 10,000 teachers and staff, focusing
on academic excellence and equity. More than 60,000 students have received
PGCPS-issued devices since April with another 70,000 slated for distribution this
fall. The school system is also covering the cost of internet access for families in
need through the Connect PGCPS initiative in partnership with Comcast and
Verizon. 

“With the onset of distance learning, we have an opportunity to transform
education in Prince George’s County,” said Dr. Goldson. “Students and families
consistently express a desire for instruction that better utilizes technology and
meets individual needs. By going ‘1 to 1,’ we will deliver more personalized learning
and equip all students with the academic tools and resources needed for success in
a digital learning environment.”
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Nine Parent Support Centers will open across the county on Monday to provide
assistance with technology, navigating online platforms and other issues. The
school-based centers will be open by appointment Mondays and Wednesdays from
8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. In addition, the PGCPS Distance Learning
Hotline at 240-696-6229 will offer help with technical/equipment issues, lessons
and more. The hotline will be open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Multi-day, pre-packaged breakfast and lunch will be available for pick up at most
schools and delivery in many communities on Mondays and Wednesdays between
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Students who are not eligible for free and reduced-priced meals
can purchase breakfast and lunch. 

More highlights:

A new middle school Spanish language immersion program will serve more
than 100 sixth-graders at Kettering Middle School. PGCPS offers elementary
Spanish immersion programs at Capitol Heights, César Chávez, Phyllis E. Williams
and Overlook. 

 have new leaders, a combination of first-time administrators and
veteran principals new to their school communities.
James Ryder Randall Early Childhood Center and LEGENDS Public Charter
School are opening this fall, bringing the total number of schools to 208.
Academy of Health Sciences at PGCC is celebrating its tenth year of producing
students who receive their high school diploma and associate degree on
graduation day.

The first day of school schedule is as follows:

7 a.m. — Cooper Lane Elementary School, 3817 Cooper Lane, Landover Hills
Dr. Goldson will start the first day of school visiting third-grade teacher Mary
Piccirill, the Prince George’s County Teacher of the Year. 

Student Meals

19 schools

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MzAuMjYzMDM5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wZ2Nwcy5vcmcvcmVvcGVuL2Rpc3RhbmNlLWxlYXJuaW5nLyNNZWFscyJ9.BHzc0Fhc0K0iEKwWCRj-K-szxL4-MvjMVdvPrxynmBQ/s/623275588/br/82986987598-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MzAuMjYzMDM5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wZ2Nwcy5vcmcvY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnMvY2FyZHMvbmV3cy8yMDE5LTIwMjAvQXVndXN0L05ldy1QcmluY2lwYWxzLW9uLUJvYXJkLWZvci0yMDIwLTIxLVNjaG9vbC1ZZWFyLyJ9.ypVAx4nGK12e4hkkYXlxX1uwTzIX2aeI_jqvlDycCzA/s/623275588/br/82986987598-l


C O N TA C T

Prince George's County Public Schools
Sasscer Administration Building
14201 School Lane
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

A B O U T  P G C P S

9 a.m. — International High School at Langley Park Virtual Classroom Visit
Dr. Goldson will virtually visit an Advanced Placement English language class via
Zoom.

11 a.m. to noon — Drew-Freeman Middle School, 2600 Brooks Drive, Suitland
Dr. Goldson will assist with serving student meals.

6 p.m. to 7 p.m. — Parent Support Center Visit: Gwynn Park High School,
13800 Brandywine Road, Brandywine
Dr. Goldson will visit one of nine new Parent Support Centers.

 

 -30-

301-952-6000

About PGCPS

Board of Education

Community Partnerships

Directories

tel:301-952-6000
https://www.pgcps.org/about-pgcps
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/board-of-education
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/family-and-community-partnerships/community-partnerships
https://www.pgcps.org/about-pgcps/directories


A S S I S TA N C E

T E R M S  O F  U S E

District Performance Dashboards

Facts and Figures

Gmail Login

Parents

Staff Portal

Students

Superintendent

Careers

Anti-Bullying

Doing Business With Us

Family and School Partnerships

Ombudsman

Report Fraud

Student Safety

How to request to use a building

How to Order a Duplicate Diploma

How to Order a Student Transcript

Contact Us

Privacy Policy

Nondiscrimination

Translation Disclaimer

Website Accessibility Requests and Feedback Form

https://microstrategy.pgcps.org/pgcps-dashboard/
https://www.pgcps.org/about-pgcps/facts-and-figures
https://gmail.pgcps.org/
https://www.pgcps.org/parents
https://staffportal.pgcps.org/
https://www.pgcps.org/students
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/superintendent
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/humanresources/careers
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/student-services/anti-bullying
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/purchasing
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/family-and-community-partnerships
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/chief-of-staff/ombudsman
https://www.pgcps.org/about-pgcps/transparency-and-accountability/report-fraud
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/ograc/student-safety
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/plant-operations/facility-use
http://pgcpsmd.scriborder.com/
https://pgcpsmd.scriborder.com/
https://www.pgcps.org/about-pgcps/contact-us
https://www.pgcps.org/about-pgcps/privacy-policy
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/ograc/board-policies/board-policies-0000---basic-commitments/bp--0125---nondiscrimination
https://www.pgcps.org/about-pgcps/translation-disclaimer
https://pgcps.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/requests/new


© 2026, Prince George's County Public Schools

https://twitter.com/pgcps
https://www.facebook.com/pgcps
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pgcps/
https://www.youtube.com/user/pgcpsvideo
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/communications-and-community-engagement/newsroom/photo-galleries
http://www.instagram.com/pgcps
https://pgcps.cablecast.tv/watch-now?site=1

