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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound

word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

L
open-
icon

AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.
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See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

par-tial L. (par[Ishol)

Share: Tweet
adj.
1. Of, relating to, being, or affecting only a part; not total; incomplete: The plan calls for partial deployment of
missiles. The police have only a partial description of the suspect.
2. Favoring one person or side over another or others; biased or prejudiced: a decision that was partial to the plaintiff-
3. Having a particular liking or fondness for something or someone: partial to spicy food.
4. Mathematics Of or being operations or sequences of operations, such as differentiation and integration, when
applied to only one of several variables at a time.
n.
1. Music See harmonic.
2. Mathematics A partial derivative.

[Middle English parcial, from Old French, from Late Latin partialis, from Latin pars, part-, part; see PART. ]

par(tial-ness n.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots

Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English
words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.

American Heritage Dictionary Products


file:///C:/word/hundredwords.html
http://www.dictionarysociety.com/
file:///C:/application/resources/wavs/P0085900.wav
file:///C:/application/resources/wavs/P0085900.wav
https://twitter.com/share
file:///C:/word/search.html?id=H5070900
file:///C:/word/search.html?q=%20PART
file:///C:/word/indoeurop.html
file:///C:/word/semitic.html
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-indo-european-roots-third-edition-calvert-watkins

|+ The
American
Heritage
Dictionary
of the
Fnolich

The American Heritage Dictionary, 5th Edition

The American Heritage Dictionary of Idioms

Ly e
AMERICAN

“ HERITAGE

dictionary
#
thesaurus

The American Heritage Roget's Thesaurus

Cuwrious Geovge's
chﬂpnarg

P

5 1 Aviricas HERiacy
first &b

dictionary
~

The American Heritage Children's Dictionary
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