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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, use the search window above. For
best results, after typing in the word, click on the “Search” button instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words (like bus rapid transit, dog whistle, or identity theft) don’t appear on the drop-down list when
you type them in the search bar. For best results with compound words, place a quotation mark before the compound

word in the search window.
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in
occupations requiring mastery of language. Annual surveys have gauged the acceptability of particular usages and
grammatical constructions.
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AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY APP

The new American Heritage Dictionary app is now available for iOS and Android.
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THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY BLOG

The articles in our blog examine new words, revised definitions, interesting images from the fifth edition, discussions of
usage, and more.
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See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!

Find out more!
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INTERESTED IN DICTIONARIES?

Check out the Dictionary Society of North America at http://www.dictionarysociety.com

lim-it Lo (ITm 1t)

Share: Tweet
n.
1. The point, edge, or line beyond which something ends, may not go, or is not allowed: the 12-mile fishing limit; the
limit of my patience.
2. limits The boundary surrounding a specific area; bounds: within the city limits.
3. Something that restricts or restrains; a restraint: The child needs to have limits put on his behavior.
4. The greatest or least amount, number, or extent allowed or possible: a withdrawal limit of $200; no minimum age
limit.
5. Games The largest amount which may be bet at one time in games of chance.
6. Abbr. lim Mathematics
a. A number or point L that is approached by a function f{x) as x approaches a if, for every positive number &, there
exists a number 6 such that |f(x)-L| < g if |x-a| <.
b. A number or point L that is approached by a sequence b,, if, for every positive number &, there exists a number N

such that [b,-L| < € if n > N. Also called limit point.

7. Informal One that is intolerable, remarkable, or extreme in some other way: "That's the limit!" the babysitter
exclaimed after the child spilled a glass of milk.

tr.v. lim-it-ed, lim-it-ing, lim-its

To confine or restrict with a limit: Let's limit the discussion to what is doable. The offer limits us to three for a dollar.

[Middle English limite, from Old French, border, from Latin /imes, [imit-, border, limit.]
limit-a-ble adj.

Synonyms: limit, restrict, confine, circumscribe

These verbs mean to establish or keep within specified bounds. Limit refers principally to the establishment of a
maximum beyond which a person or thing cannot or may not go: The Constitution limits the president's term of office
to four years. To restrict is to keep within prescribed limits, as of choice or action: The sale of alcohol is restricted to
people who are 21 and older. Confine suggests imprisonment, restraint, or impediment: The children were confined to
the nursery. Circumscribe connotes an encircling or surrounding line that confines, especially narrowly: "4 man ...
should not circumscribe his activity by any inflexible fence of rigid rules” (John Stuart Blackie).

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2022 by HarperCollins
Publishers. All rights reserved.

Indo-European & Semitic Roots Appendices

Thousands of entries in the dictionary include etymologies that trace their origins back to reconstructed proto-
languages. You can obtain more information about these forms in our online appendices:

Indo-European Roots
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Semitic Roots

The Indo-European appendix covers nearly half of the Indo-European roots that have left their mark on English
words. A more complete treatment of Indo-European roots and the English words derived from them is available
in our Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.

American Heritage Dictionary Products

|+ The
American
Heritage
Dictionary
of the

e FEnolich

The American Heritage Dictionary, 5th Edition

The American Heritage Dictionary of Idioms

Ly e
AMERICAN
" HERITAGESS

dictionary
5

thesaurus

The American Heritage Roget's Thesaurus

Cuwrious Geovge's
chﬂpnarq

first @b
dictionary
)

L ©

The American Heritage Children's Dictionary

« CONTACT US ¢ Ebooks Help with Glose Reader ¢ Leadership Team o

« ABOUT US ¢ Corporate Social Responsibility
¢ Customer Service ¢ HarperCollins Careers
e Make Me An Author e Company Profile » HarperCollins Imprints



file:///C:/word/semitic.html
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-indo-european-roots-third-edition-calvert-watkins
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-the-english-language-fifth-edition-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-dictionary-of-idioms-second-edition-christine-ammer
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-american-heritage-desk-dictionary-and-thesaurus
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/curious-georges-dictionary?variant=39934494212130
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/american-heritage-first-dictionary-editors-of-the-american-heritage-dictionaries
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-customer-service
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-submit-a-manuscript
https://help.glose.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-company-profile
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/worldwide-leadership-team
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/careers
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-harpercollins-imprints

HarperGreen e Desk & Exam Copies e iPhone
Social Media Directory e Review Copies e Android
Accessibility ¢ OpenBook API .

FOR READERS e Marketing Partnerships :

B Readine Guid e COVID-19 RESOURCES &

TOWSe Beading JUIces PERMISSIONS + GLOBAL DIVISIONS
FOR AUTHORS e Permissions for Adult Online e HarperCollins US
Submit a Manuscript Readings e HarperCollins Canada
Report Piracy, e Permissions for Kids Online e HarperCollins Christian
Agent Portal Readings e HarperCollins Australia

¢ HarperCollins India

MEDIA e SALES & RIGHTS e HarperCollins UK
Publicity Contacts e Booksellers & Retailer Ordering  ®
Press Room e HarperCollins Catalogs .

e Permissions i
SERVICES « Subsidiary Rights .
HarperCollins Speakers Bureau ~ * Media Rights and Content g
Library Services Development *
Academic Services e GLOSE APP :

|#.hc-logo

Terms of Use * Terms of Sale * Your Ad Choices ¢ Privacy Policy * California Privacy Policy
Do Not Sell My Personal Information

Copyright 2022 HarperCollins Publishers All rights reserved.

*This website is best viewed in Chrome, Firefox, Microsoft Edge, or Safari. Some characters in pronunciations and
etymologies cannot be displayed properly in Internet Explorer.


https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/harpergreen
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/social-media-directory
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/accessibility
https://www.harpercollins.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-for-authors-submit-a-manuscript
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/for-authors-report-piracy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-for-authors-agent-portal
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-media-publicity-contacts
https://www.harpercollins.com/blogs/press-releases
http://www.harpercollinsspeakersbureau.com/
http://www.librarylovefest.com/
https://www.harperacademic.com/
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/ordering/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-media-publicity-contacts
https://anypoint.mulesoft.com/exchange/portals/mulesoft-1088/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/marketing-partnerships
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/onlinepermission2020/
https://www.harperacademic.com/pages/onlinepermission2020/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/childrens-harper-at-home
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/childrens-harper-at-home
https://business.harpercollinschristian.com/login
https://www.edelweiss.plus/#publisher=HC&folderID=8841
http://permissions.harpercollins.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate-sales-and-rights-subsidiary-rights
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/media-rights-and-content-development-at-harpercollins
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/media-rights-and-content-development-at-harpercollins
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/glose-social-e-book-reader/id896681871
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.glose.android&hl=en
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/corporate
https://www.harpercollins.ca/
https://www.harpercollinschristian.com/
https://www.harpercollins.com.au/
https://harpercollins.co.in/
https://www.harpercollins.co.uk/
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/terms-of-use
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/terms-of-sale
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/california-consumer-privacy-act
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/do-not-sell

