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Map: Coronavirus and School Closures in 2019-2020

March 06, 2020 | Updated: September 16, 2020  2 min read
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Looking for information about the 2020-21 school year? Education Week is tracking where schools are currently open or closed due
to COVID-19 here: Map: Where Has COVID-19 Closed Schools? Where Are They Open?

The coronavirus pandemic forced a near-total shutdown of school buildings in the spring of 2020—an historic upheaval of K-12
schooling in the United States.

https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.edweek.org/leadership/school-district-management
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.edweek.org/leadership/school-district-management
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.edweek.org/interactives
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.edweek.org/interactives
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.edweek.org/interactives
javascript:window.print()
javascript:window.print()
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/mailto:/?body=Map%3A%20Coronavirus%20and%20School%20Closures%20in%202019-2020%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.edweek.org%2Fleadership%2Fmap-coronavirus-and-school-closures-in-2019-2020%2F2020%2F03%0A%0AThe%20coronavirus%20pandemic%20forced%20a%20near-total%20shutdown%20of%20school%20buildings%20in%20the%20spring%20of%202020.%20See%20where%20schools%20closed%20and%20when.
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/mailto:/?body=Map%3A%20Coronavirus%20and%20School%20Closures%20in%202019-2020%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.edweek.org%2Fleadership%2Fmap-coronavirus-and-school-closures-in-2019-2020%2F2020%2F03%0A%0AThe%20coronavirus%20pandemic%20forced%20a%20near-total%20shutdown%20of%20school%20buildings%20in%20the%20spring%20of%202020.%20See%20where%20schools%20closed%20and%20when.
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=200633758294132&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edweek.org%2Fleadership%2Fmap-coronavirus-and-school-closures-in-2019-2020%2F2020%2F03
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=200633758294132&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edweek.org%2Fleadership%2Fmap-coronavirus-and-school-closures-in-2019-2020%2F2020%2F03
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edweek.org%2Fleadership%2Fmap-coronavirus-and-school-closures-in-2019-2020%2F2020%2F03&mini=true&title=Map%3A%20Coronavirus%20and%20School%20Closures%20in%202019-2020&summary=The%20coronavirus%20pandemic%20forced%20a%20near-total%20shutdown%20of%20school%20buildings%20in%20the%20spring%20of%202020.%20See%20where%20schools%20closed%20and%20when.&source=Education%20Week
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edweek.org%2Fleadership%2Fmap-coronavirus-and-school-closures-in-2019-2020%2F2020%2F03&mini=true&title=Map%3A%20Coronavirus%20and%20School%20Closures%20in%202019-2020&summary=The%20coronavirus%20pandemic%20forced%20a%20near-total%20shutdown%20of%20school%20buildings%20in%20the%20spring%20of%202020.%20See%20where%20schools%20closed%20and%20when.&source=Education%20Week
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edweek.org%2Fleadership%2Fmap-coronavirus-and-school-closures-in-2019-2020%2F2020%2F03&text=Map%3A%20Coronavirus%20and%20School%20Closures%20in%202019-2020
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edweek.org%2Fleadership%2Fmap-coronavirus-and-school-closures-in-2019-2020%2F2020%2F03&text=Map%3A%20Coronavirus%20and%20School%20Closures%20in%202019-2020
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.edweek.org/leadership/map-where-are-schools-closed/2020/07
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.edweek.org/leadership/map-where-are-schools-closed/2020/07
https://web.archive.org/web/20201208195113/https://www.edweek.org/leadership/map-where-are-schools-closed/2020/07


Education Week tracked and documented the closures—first at the school district level and ultimately, state-by-state, from March 6 to
May 15. We will no longer update this page.

At their peak, the closures affected at least 55.1 million students in 124,000 U.S. public and private schools. Nearly every state either
ordered or recommended that schools remain closed through the end of the 2019-20 school year.

For more information, see our detailed coverage of the pandemic and its impact on schools.

State-by-State Map of 2019-2020 School-Building Closures

Zoom in to see the status of individual states. Click a state to view more details.

Microsoft Edge
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Sources: Staff reporting; National Center for Education Statistics; government websites and communications | Click here to view

enlarged map

States That Didn’t Order or Recommend School Buildings Closed for the Academic
Year

As of May 15, 2020, How Much Longer Were School Buildings Scheduled to Remain Closed?

American Samoa Closed Until Further Notice
Bureau of Indian Education Varies by School/District
Montana Varies by School/District
Wyoming Varies by School/District

State Data

Explore the table below for detailed information about closures at the state level.

Download the Data  

Note: Historical data includes school- and district-level data collected from 3/9/2020 to 3/25/2020 and state-level data as of 5/15/2020.

Corrections will be made as we learn of them, and will be included in the next update.

Education Week would like to know how you are using our map of school building closures and reopening timelines. Please share how

this information is helping you by emailing library@educationweek.org .
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School Districts’ Reopening Plans: A Snapshot

The Coronavirus Spring: The Historic Closing of U.S. Schools

When Schools Shut Down, We All Lose

National Survey Tracks Impact of Coronavirus on Schools: 10 Key Findings

Contact Information

For media or research inquiries about this map and data, contact library@educationweek.org

. To contribute data or information, use the comments below.

How to Cite This Map

Map: Coronavirus and School Closures (2020, March 6). Education Week. Retrieved Month Day, Year from
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/map-coronavirus-and-school-closures-in-2019-2020/2020/03

Data Note
All numbers for student enrollment and schools are from the National Center for Education Statistics. Total U.S. public and private
school enrollments reflect NCES’ 2019 projections. Student enrollments in the state-level table and map are NCES’ Fall 2016 data for
public schools and Fall 2017 data for private schools. Numbers of schools in the state-level table and map are NCES’ data for 2016-17
for public schools and Fall 2017 for private schools. In each case, we’re using the latest NCES data that’s available. School and
enrollment numbers for the Department of Defense Education Activity were provided by the agency and are from 2020.
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School Closures  Coronavirus

Reporting/Analysis: Holly Peele & Maya Riser-Kositsky, with contributions from Education Week staff
Design/Visualization: Hyon-Young Kim, with contributions from Education Week staff

Coronavirus and Schools

covid dashboard 

States  DATA: State Dashboards on COVID-19 in Schools and Instructional Models

Find publicly reported state data on COVID-19 cases in schools and information on the types of instructional models in use.
November 17, 2020
•
1 min read

Nurse Kathe Olmstead prepares a shot that is part of a possible COVID-19 vaccine being developed by the National
Institutes of Health and Moderna Inc., in Binghamton, N.Y., in July 2020. Pfizer Inc. has announced early results that the
COVID-19 vaccine it’s developing with German company BioNTech is 90 percent effective.

 Open image caption 
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Close image caption 
Nurse Kathe Olmstead prepares a shot that is part of a possible COVID-19 vaccine being developed by the National
Institutes of Health and Moderna Inc., in Binghamton, N.Y., in July 2020. Pfizer Inc. has announced early results that the
COVID-19 vaccine it’s developing with German company BioNTech is 90 percent effective.
AP Photo/Hans Pennink

Student Well-Being  A Highly Effective Vaccine Is Likely on the Way. What Does That

Mean for Schools and Kids?
Two infectious disease experts weigh in on how a COVID-19 vaccine that’s 90 percent effective, as early results are showing, could
change school health and safety protocols.

Catherine Gewertz , November 12, 2020
•
6 min read

A student at The Social Justice Public Charter School in Washington raises two fingers in answer to a question during an
in-person English language arts class. Although some students are attending classes in the school building, others are still
learning virtually.
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A student at The Social Justice Public Charter School in Washington raises two fingers in answer to a question during an
in-person English language arts class. Although some students are attending classes in the school building, others are still
learning virtually.
AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin
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COVID-19: 6 Case Studies
The mix of hybrid learning approaches is dizzying, but schools are learning valuable lessons about what is worth replicating.
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The demand for substitute teacher positions is outpacing the supply, and the quality of those applying is a concern in many places.
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School & District Management  No More Snow Days, Thanks to Remote Learning? Not

Everyone Agrees
An increasing number of schools are replacing snow days with remote learning, but some plan to stick with the snow day tradition for
now.
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In an unusual public letter, the 14 former board members accuse the current board of driving Superintendent Susana Cordova out of the
job.
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Denver Superintendent Susana Cordova looks on as students work on laptops in a classroom in Newlon Elementary
School. She announced earlier this month she would step down to take a job in Dallas.
David Zalubowski/AP
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School & District Management  Most Improvement Networks Fall Short, But They Can

Help Districts Adapt to New Problems
A study of school improvement networks finds they fall short when it comes to developing solutions from one school that apply
elsewhere.
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Science teacher Julie Poetzel works with 7th graders in Menomonee Falls, Wis. in 2018, as part of the district's continuous
improvement initiative. New research finds networks of schools can benefit from continuous improvement, if they ensure
rigorous testing of their interventions.
Narayan Mahon for Education Week
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