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(Photo by Sam Evans with edits by ChatGPT)

SBC Orlando History: Canceled meetings

J.D. Greear, pastor of The Summit

Church in Raleigh-Durham, North

Carolina, was led to cancel the 2020

SBC annual meeting in Orlando, Florida.

(TAB file photo)

EDITOR’S NOTE — This story is part of a series noting historic moments across previous Southern

Baptist Convention annual meetings in Orlando. (https://thebaptistpaper.org/?

p=36960&preview=true)

Orlando was also the “site” of the canceled 2020 annual meeting because of the COVID-19

pandemic. 

The SBC decided in March 2020 to not only cancel the meeting but also not to reschedule. 

Sign up for updates directly to your inbox.

(https://thebaptistpaper.org/email-newsletter/) 

Then-SBC president J.D. Greear, pastor of The Summit

Church in Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina, said he was

“saddened” to make the announcement, but the decision

was compelled by the significant number of COVID-19

cases.

The Alabama Baptist published in its March 24, 2020,

edition that almost 400,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19

infection had been reported worldwide, with more than

17,000 deaths. In the United States, more than 46,000

confirmed cases had been reported, with almost 600

deaths; the numbers continued to increase significantly

each day.

Read more stories from the 2026 SBC

Annual Meeting in Orlando

(https://thebaptistpaper.org/sbc-2026/)

“We are a people committed to keeping the gospel above all,” Greear said, “and our sole purpose

in coming together is to support one another in that mission, catalyzing our collective mission

efforts. This year, our unusual circumstances mean we can best meet that goal by not meeting

together.”

Prior to 2020, the last time the SBC Annual Meeting was canceled was 1945, during World War II,

when the United States government banned meetings of groups larger than 50 people. The SBC

was preparing to celebrate its 100th anniversary, but instead skipped a year.
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Bible Studies for Life Sunday School Lesson for Oct. 4
(https://thebaptistpaper.org/bible-studies-for-life-sunday-school-lesson-for-oct-

4/)

Here’s the Bible Studies for Life Sunday School lesson commentary for Oct. 4, written by Bobby McKay,

pastor of New Liberty Baptist Church in Morton, Mississippi.
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Explore the Bible Sunday School Lesson for Oct. 4
(https://thebaptistpaper.org/explore-the-bible-sunday-school-lesson-for-oct-4/)

Here’s the Explore the Bible Sunday School lesson commentary for Oct. 4, written by Don Fugate, senior

pastor of Foxworthy Baptist Church in San Jose, California.

2026 SBC Annual now available — digitally and in print
(https://thebaptistpaper.org/2026-sbc-annual-now-available-digitally-and-in-

print/)

The 2026 SBC Annual is now available digitally and in print. The annual is the yearbook for the Southern

Baptist Convention, capturing ministry reports, financial data, the minutes of the annual meeting and more.

(https://thebaptistpaper.org/explore-the-bible-sunday-school-lesson-for-oct-4/)
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Willy Rice seizes ‘right’ moment with SBC Exec Comm to highlight abuse response
efforts (https://thebaptistpaper.org/willy-rice-seizes-right-moment-with-sbc-

exec-comm-to-highlight-abuse-response-efforts/)

It took only a few short minutes into his first report to the SBC Executive Committee on Monday evening

(Sept. 21) for Willy Rice to

(https://thebaptistpaper.org/willy-rice-seizes-right-moment-with-sbc-exec-comm-to-highlight-abuse-

response-efforts/)
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