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Wellbeing Self-care and workplace wellbeing for the whole veterinary team
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Practice management Profitability and finance, marketing, leadership, and team building
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Animal health & welfare Disease and pain management, behavior, disaster preparedness, humane endings, and more
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One Health Interprofessional collaboration across animal, human, and environmental health
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AVMA policies Professional policy guidance, open for member input

Journals & research

AVMA journals
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American Journal of Veterinary Research (AJVR)
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Literature reviews
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AVMA Convention Get best-in-class CE in some of your favorite cities. There’s no better place to network, learn, and meet up with
the friends and colleagues who make veterinary medicine so rewarding.
Veterinary Leadership Conference The Veterinary Leadership Conference draws veterinarians from across the U.S. for education
sessions that help develop leaders for the veterinary profession.
Summits & symposiums Attend topical CE meetings on subjects including animal welfare, wellbeing, economics, and public policy.
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AVMA Convention 2020 San Diego
AVMA Convention July 31 – August 4, 2020 San Diego, California

National Pet week - woman with dog
National Pet Week® May 3-9, 2020

News

Featured news
Coronavirus

COVID-19 Breaking updates and practical resources for veterinary teams
AVMA@Work Blog Stay current on important veterinary news, AVMA activities, and member services.
JAVMA News Read news from JAVMA before it appears in print, and search archives dating back to 2000.
Recalls & alerts Keep track of product alerts for pet foods, animal feed, and products used by veterinarians or animal owners.
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Press releases
Leadership bios
Media guide
Media contacts

Follow us

AVMA on social media
 Facebook

 Twitter
 LinkedIn
 Instagram
 YouTube
 Podcasts

 RSS
 Newsletters

About

AVMA Information

We are AVMA
Vision, mission & values
History
AVMA staff leadership
Strategic planning
Partnerships
Annual report
Awards

file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/veterinary-leadership-conference
file:///C:/events/veterinary-leadership-conference
file:///C:/events/veterinary-leadership-conference
file:///C:/events/veterinary-leadership-conference
file:///C:/events/veterinary-leadership-conference
file:///C:/events/veterinary-leadership-conference
file:///C:/events/summits-and-symposiums
file:///C:/events/summits-and-symposiums
file:///C:/events/summits-and-symposiums
file:///C:/events/summits-and-symposiums
file:///C:/events/summits-and-symposiums
https://axon.avma.org/page/lead-and-learn-live-webinar
file:///C:/events/pet-health-and-veterinary-awareness-events
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/national-pet-week
file:///C:/events/national-pet-week
file:///C:/events/national-pet-week
file:///C:/events/national-pet-week
file:///C:/events/national-pet-week
file:///C:/events/national-pet-week
file:///C:/events/national-pet-week
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
file:///C:/blog
file:///C:/blog
file:///C:/blog
file:///C:/blog
file:///C:/blog
file:///C:/javma-news
file:///C:/javma-news
file:///C:/javma-news
file:///C:/javma-news
file:///C:/javma-news
file:///C:/news/recalls-alerts
file:///C:/news/recalls-alerts
file:///C:/news/recalls-alerts
file:///C:/news/recalls-alerts
file:///C:/news/recalls-alerts
file:///C:/journals
https://avmajournals.avma.org/loi/javma/
https://avmajournals.avma.org/loi/ajvr/
file:///C:/resources-tools/reports-statistics
file:///C:/news/press-releases
file:///C:/news/avma-leadership-bios
file:///C:/news/avma-media-relations-guide
file:///C:/news/media-contacts
file:///C:/membership/find-avma-social-media
https://www.facebook.com/avmavets/
https://www.facebook.com/avmavets/
https://www.facebook.com/avmavets/
https://www.facebook.com/avmavets/
https://twitter.com/AVMAvets
https://twitter.com/AVMAvets
https://twitter.com/AVMAvets
https://twitter.com/AVMAvets
https://www.linkedin.com/company/avma
https://www.linkedin.com/company/avma
https://www.linkedin.com/company/avma
https://www.linkedin.com/company/avma
https://www.instagram.com/avmavets
https://www.instagram.com/avmavets
https://www.instagram.com/avmavets
https://www.instagram.com/avmavets
https://www.youtube.com/user/AmerVetMedAssn
https://www.youtube.com/user/AmerVetMedAssn
https://www.youtube.com/user/AmerVetMedAssn
https://www.youtube.com/user/AmerVetMedAssn
file:///C:/news/podcasts
file:///C:/news/podcasts
file:///C:/news/podcasts
file:///C:/news/podcasts
file:///C:/news/rss-feeds
file:///C:/news/rss-feeds
file:///C:/news/rss-feeds
file:///C:/news/rss-feeds
https://ebusiness.avma.org/profile/emailpref.aspx
https://ebusiness.avma.org/profile/emailpref.aspx
https://ebusiness.avma.org/profile/emailpref.aspx
https://ebusiness.avma.org/profile/emailpref.aspx
file:///C:/about/we-are-avma
file:///C:/about/vision-mission-and-values
file:///C:/about/history-avma
file:///C:/membership/avma-staff-leadership
file:///C:/about/avma-strategic-planning
file:///C:/about/avma-partnerships
file:///C:/about/annual-report
file:///C:/about/awards


Careers at AVMA

AVMA Family

American Veterinary Medical Foundation (AVMF)
AVMA LIFE
AVMA PLIT
AVMA Political Action Committee (PAC)
Student AVMA (SAVMA)

Organization

Overview
Board of Directors
House Advisory Committee
House of Delegates
State & allied groups
Bylaws

Contact
Contact us
Media contacts
Membership

Directories
Member directory
Board of Directors
House of Delegates
AVMA staff leadership

Getting involved
Volunteer opportunities
AVMA Political Action Committee (PAC)
Donate to American Veterinary Medical Foundation (AVMF)

Communities
AVMA on social media
Student AVMA (SAVMA)
Allied groups
International VMAs

Advocacy
Advocacy areas

Advocacy
National advocacy
State & local issues
International affairs

Take action
Stay informed
AVMA Congressional Advocacy Network (CAN)
AVMA Political Action Committee (PAC)
Advocacy tools

Top priorities
Prescription mandates
Health insurance
Rural veterinary care
Horse welfare

Education & Career
Career stages

Veterinary student
New veterinarian
Rising professional

Accreditation & certification
AVMA Center for Veterinary Education Accreditation
Foreign veterinary graduates (ECFVG)
Veterinary specialties

Education
Accredited veterinary colleges
Internships & externships
Veterinary faculty resources

file:///C:/about/avma-careers
http://avmf.org/
https://avmalife.org/
http://avmaplit.com/
https://pac.avma.org/
file:///C:/membership/SAVMA
file:///C:/about/how-avma-organized-and-governed
file:///C:/membership/board-directors-and-avma-officers
file:///C:/about/house-advisory-committee
file:///C:/about/house-delegates
file:///C:/about/state-and-allied-groups
file:///C:/sites/default/files/2019-10/avma_bylaws.pdf
file:///C:/about/contact
file:///C:/news/media-contacts
https://ebusiness.avma.org/login.aspx?rid=13
file:///C:/membership/board-directors-and-avma-officers
file:///C:/about/house-of-delegates-directory
file:///C:/membership/avma-staff-leadership
file:///C:/membership/volunteering-avma
https://pac.avma.org/
https://www.avmf.org/
file:///C:/membership/find-avma-social-media
file:///C:/membership/SAVMA
file:///C:/membership/allied-veterinary-groups
file:///C:/membership/international-vmas
file:///C:/advocacy
file:///C:/advocacy/national-advocacy
file:///C:/advocacy/state-and-local-advocacy
file:///C:/advocacy/international-affairs
file:///C:/advocacy/stay-informed-about-avma-advocacy
http://avmacan.avma.org/
https://pac.avma.org/
file:///C:/advocacy/advocacy-tools
file:///C:/advocacy/avma-opposes-prescription-mandate-legislation
file:///C:/advocacy/health-insurance-meet-veterinarians-unique-needs
file:///C:/advocacy/rural-veterinary-care
file:///C:/advocacy/advocating-horse-welfare
https://myvetlife.avma.org/current-student/your-career
https://myvetlife.avma.org/new-veterinarian/your-career
https://myvetlife.avma.org/rising-professional/your-career
file:///C:/education/center-for-veterinary-accreditation
file:///C:/education/ecfvg
file:///C:/education/veterinary-specialties
file:///C:/education/accredited-veterinary-colleges
file:///C:/education/veterinary-internships-and-externships
file:///C:/education/veterinary-faculty-resources


K-12 educator resources
AVMA COE upcoming site visits

Continuing education (CE)
Overview
Digital education (AVMA Axon)
AVMA Convention

Leadership development
Overview
Veterinary Leadership Conference
Awards

Jobs
Veterinary Career Center
Search jobs
Post a job
Career articles
Career development webinars
Career events
International opportunities
Veterinary salary estimator

Resources & Tools
AVMA Policies
Search Resources
Resource categories

Wellbeing
Personal finances
Practice management
Animal health & welfare
One Health
AVMA policies

Journals & research
AVMA journals
Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association (JAVMA)
American Journal of Veterinary Research (AJVR)
Animal Health Studies Database
Veterinary economics
Reports & statistics
Literature reviews

Public resources
Pet owners
K-12 educators

Events
AVMA events

AVMA Convention
Veterinary Leadership Conference
Summits & symposiums

Calendar of events
Live webinars
Awareness events

Featured events
AVMA Convention
National Pet Week®

Search
News

Featured
COVID-19
AVMA@Work Blog
JAVMA News
Recalls & alerts

Publications
AVMA journals
Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association (JAVMA)
American Journal of Veterinary Research (AJVR)
Reports

Media relations
Press releases
Leadership bios
Media guide
Media contacts

Follow us
AVMA on social media

file:///C:/education/tools-k-12-educators
file:///C:/education/AVMA-COE-site-visits
file:///C:/education/continuing-education-ce
https://axon.avma.org/
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/education/leadership-development
file:///C:/events/veterinary-leadership-conference
file:///C:/about/awards
file:///C:/careers/veterinary-career-center
http://jobs.avma.org/jobseekers/index.cfm
http://jobs.avma.org/employers/
file:///C:/education/tips-veterinary-jobseekers
https://axon.avma.org/page/career-development-courses
file:///C:/events/veterinary-career-events
file:///C:/education/international
https://myvetlife.avma.org/rising-professional/your-financial-health/veterinary-salary-estimator
file:///C:/resources-tools/avma-policies
file:///C:/resources-tools/search
file:///C:/resources-tools/wellbeing
file:///C:/personal-finance
file:///C:/resources-tools/practice-management
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare
file:///C:/resources-tools/one-health
file:///C:/resources-tools/avma-policies
file:///C:/journals
https://avmajournals.avma.org/loi/javma/
https://avmajournals.avma.org/loi/ajvr/
file:///C:/resources/find-veterinary-clinical-studies
file:///C:/resources-tools/veterinary-economics
file:///C:/resources-tools/reports-statistics
file:///C:/resources-tools/literature-reviews
file:///C:/resources-tools/pet-owners
file:///C:/tools-k-12-educators
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/veterinary-leadership-conference
file:///C:/events/summits-and-symposiums
https://axon.avma.org/page/lead-and-learn-live-webinar
file:///C:/events/pet-health-and-veterinary-awareness-events
file:///C:/events/avma-convention
file:///C:/events/national-pet-week
file:///C:/search/events
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
file:///C:/blog
file:///C:/javma-news
file:///C:/news/recalls-alerts
file:///C:/journals
https://avmajournals.avma.org/loi/javma/
https://avmajournals.avma.org/loi/ajvr/
file:///C:/resources-tools/reports-statistics
file:///C:/news/press-releases
file:///C:/news/avma-leadership-bios
file:///C:/news/avma-media-relations-guide
file:///C:/news/media-contacts
file:///C:/membership/find-avma-social-media


Facebook
Twitter
LinkedIn
Instagram
YouTube
Podcasts
RSS
Newsletters

About
AVMA information

We are AVMA
Vision, mission & values
History
AVMA staff leadership
Strategic planning
Partnerships
Annual report
Awards
Careers at AVMA

AVMA family
American Veterinary Medical Foundation (AVMF)
AVMA LIFE
AVMA PLIT
AVMA Political Action Committee (PAC)
Student AVMA (SAVMA)

Organization
Overview
Board of Directors
House Advisory Committee
House of Delegates
State & allied groups
Bylaws

Contact
Contact us
Media contacts

Join/Renew
Insurance
Store
Careers

Search jobs
Post a job
Veterinary Career Center
Work at AVMA

Site search Enter search term
Search

Breadcrumb

1. Home
2. Resources & tools
3. Animal health & welfare
4. COVID-19
5. “Essential businesses”

Veterinary practices are “essential businesses”
Menu

About COVID-19
Origin and spread
COVID-19 in humans
SARS-CoV-2 in animals
Food production medicine
Interactive maps

Practice resources
Team health and safety

https://www.facebook.com/avmavets/
https://twitter.com/AVMAvets
https://www.linkedin.com/company/avma
https://www.instagram.com/avmavets
https://www.youtube.com/user/AmerVetMedAssn
file:///C:/news/podcasts
file:///C:/news/rss-feeds
https://ebusiness.avma.org/profile/emailpref.aspx
file:///C:/about/we-are-avma
file:///C:/about/vision-mission-and-values
file:///C:/about/history-avma
file:///C:/membership/avma-staff-leadership
file:///C:/about/avma-strategic-planning
file:///C:/about/avma-partnerships
file:///C:/about/annual-report
file:///C:/about/awards
file:///C:/about/avma-careers
http://avmf.org/
https://avmalife.org/
http://avmaplit.com/
https://pac.avma.org/
file:///C:/membership/SAVMA
file:///C:/about/how-avma-organized-and-governed
file:///C:/membership/board-directors-and-avma-officers
file:///C:/about/house-advisory-committee
file:///C:/about/house-delegates
file:///C:/about/state-and-allied-groups
file:///C:/sites/default/files/2019-10/avma_bylaws.pdf
file:///C:/about/contact
file:///C:/news/media-contacts
file:///C:/membership/join-renew
file:///C:/membership/insurance
https://ebusiness.avma.org/ProductCatalog/productcatalog.aspx
http://jobs.avma.org/jobseekers/index.cfm
http://jobs.avma.org/employers/
file:///C:/veterinary-career-center
file:///C:/about/avma-careers
file:///C:/
file:///C:/resources-tools
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19/covid-19-origin-spread
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19/covid-19-humans
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19/sars-cov-2-animals-including-pets
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19/covid-19-impacts-food-production-medicine
file:///C:/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19/interactive-maps-covid-19-and-veterinary-profession


Keeping veterinary teams healthy
Minimizing COVID-19 exposure
Managing exposed staff
PPE guidance

Patient care
Interacting with clients
Triage guidance
Telemedicine
Testing animals
Mobile and house call vets
Equine veterinarians
Food supply veterinarians
Animal services and temporary sheltering

Communication tools
Communicating with teams and clients
FAQs for veterinary professionals
FAQs for pet owners
Social media tools
Flyer: Planning ahead for animal care

Drug and medical supply chain
International experiences

Legislation and relief programs
Overview
COVID-19 relief

Federal student loans
New tax provisions
Paid leave requirements
Paid leave exemptions
Small business loans
Unemployment insurance

COVID-19 bills and resources
CARES Act
Families First Coronavirus Response Act
COVID-19 state orders

Business and economics
Overview
Business considerations

Cash flow
Business communications
Contract obligations
Cybersecurity
“Essential businesses”
State resources

Economic impacts
Wellbeing

COVID-19 and wellbeing
Podcast: Wellbeing in a time of COVID-19

Resources
AVMA resources
Other resources

March 17, 2020 – As states grapple with COVID-19 mitigation, questions have immediately arisen as to whether veterinary practices are
considered "essential businesses." The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), its 95,000 plus members, and key veterinary
stakeholders urge that veterinary practices be considered "essential businesses" in cases where non-essential retail facilities are asked to close or
repurpose personal protective equipment (PPE) due to COVID-19. Veterinary teams provide essential animal care, play a critical role in
protecting the health of animals that enter the food supply, and serve as trusted members of the local community in disaster situations.

Last week, risk mitigation strategies to slow the spread of COVID-19 were announced by the federal government and many state and local
governments. In some localities, such as San Francisco, and states, like Maryland and Pennsylvania, veterinary practices are appropriately
considered "essential businesses." They recognized that the services veterinary teams provide are critical to animal and public health, and thereby
specifically designated veterinary practices as "essential businesses," in line with other healthcare providers, supermarkets, and pharmacies. We
urge all authorities to similarly designate veterinary practices as essential businesses, and also ensure their ability to obtain necessary medical
supplies.

Veterinary practices provide the following essential services:

1. Frontline veterinary practitioners and staff are among the healthcare professionals who provide surveillance for diseases deemed reportable
by state and federal governments, including zoonotic diseases, such as rabies, influenza and Lyme Disease. They are also responsible for
issuing certificates of veterinary inspection that are required for the movement of animals between states and countries, including those
entering the food supply.
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2. Veterinarians are an integral part of our nation's food and fiber industries. Veterinary care is critical to ensure that only healthy animals
enter the food supply. While primarily housed on farms, food animals are also present in urban areas.

3. Veterinary practices provide medical and surgical care daily for critically ill and injured animals.
4. Veterinarians provide care for service and therapy animals, supporting both animal and human welfare.
5. Veterinarians also oversee the care of laboratory animals, which are critical to research that leads to the development of pharmaceuticals

and biologics, including vaccines such as those currently being developed to combat COVID-19.
6. Veterinarians care for rare, threatened, and endangered animals in zoos, aquaria, wildlife rehabilitation clinics, and wildlife facilities. Even

if such entities need to be closed to the public for COVID-19 mitigation, veterinarians and animal care staff must continue to care for these
animals.

7. Veterinarians and our support staff are trusted professionals involved in disaster situations. While perhaps different from a statutory and
regulatory perspective, the training, education, and experience of veterinarians and our staff in disasters are clearly transferrable skills in
whatever COVID-19 risk mitigation is deemed necessary.

For the reasons listed above, we urge lawmakers and state executives to protect and preserve public health and ensure that veterinary practices are
clearly stated to be "essential businesses" and thereby allowed to continue to provide critical services in our communities.

COVID-19 essential employee authorization letter template

With shelter-at-home and similar orders in place in some locations, veterinary practices that remain open may need or want to provide
documentation for team members to travel to and from work. AVMA has created a template you can customize to issue essential employee
authorization letters for this purpose.
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